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Premonition 


T1 THE 


READER: 


4 Boot doth com- 


| - 4 Bil of Fare ( 
1 P erg, 
— Chet) wh mio pg ws 
— e, er deli 55 on the 
\ thin and airy Diet 7 it , or are 
grreuy of Novelty , are invited to 
| the Stationers Ordinary. But 4 
Preface tothe Reader is offon neceſſa'y to excite am pre- 

pare biremind for the kindly reception , and good 22 ian 
Fe Treatiſe it Br Give me leere ee are ( 
«5a arts to * ** you fit down to » 
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enterteinment; 12 


giving you 
eee, ie 
Eci 


25 — and 25 — matter 6 bs England, 4s 
the Five Propeſuttons: in Jap dan te wy in Frarce. 


"Eph. 4: Wemerbpths | ſee the 2 — Sr. Paul's 0b ion, that 
A 5 He Teachery are Cheaters , like to commun 


a, 84 Ke. Dies, true 
2,0, % 4 de * « methodical 
courſe . ſubril Serpent, who is. 
— ” the Futker of e es id 4, 1 fo teres un Gods buſ-- - 
ve, rede handy, is * Jpn] | 


| Pare an e 


Arn. 

4 Reudy it is to l ſeure the light, Er ower 
3 7 ruth, And — the fame that the dur 
Jobs, e rd er r e 
2 | ö 


them) was the eternal Wiſde 
+Mar.6.3«cloud of, 4 mean Hicerate Carpe 4 e 8 
8 '5- M x: the Chriſt, quickly pus rhem #4 þ Lenoc nau n 
8. either by opomnding croſs „ H. 
ene they might with little ſtacy read the cr 
dee Mark and folly... as then , tHeythat thus lay in wait to in- 
a 4 * rangle Chriſt in his diſcourſe were the Emiſſaries of the 
147 rieſt aud his Councel ,. who were in appearance the 
le Church of. God, but ws e. ShewſeFues. inp 


? Dive AR. 19.13, 


even hill City, which is Sptem | 
the ſeat of the Mother of  ahominations ,, more ſbupy then i, lat 
one N — 6 r b qe pref 
| 47 \ ridentine” oth et orb. 
= | 45 * ſts, abe Bag ib Seminary, without doubt lire, 4 
* Al dee — aud hard at work, -nower never ( for 918. 
. England's «»happy'divifions fomented ſecretly by Papiſts, 
are: Rome's. moſt advantageucs' opportunities ) to reduce | 
1 Oe TT Tn Pa more enthralled and 2 
; te the Po pe i ſpiritual + Monarchy., which' in- "3 
' deed is a 1 of — Hence "1 
p comes that conſent in the may, which Romaniſts now take 1 
to gain Proſe ytes. Bat we may further obſerve, that by 
order theyalter their courſe, and ſbift their weapons eve- 
ry fortyyearsor thereabowts, fince the Reformation, which - 
indeed is. uo light argument of A weak Cauſe; which cannot 1 — 
aud without ſhifting the ground , and the defences of it, 
Bus fill they accommidate-their perſenſins to the different 
tenpen and humour of our Cauntremen, that are variable 
in — taking advantage alſo from the changes in 
' the flute of the Kingdom, in which the Church cannot but 
ir ſome alteration in the outwara firm of Eccleſiaſtical 
dminiſtr«tions. I can. upon «good veelfion offred produce 
fue Pepiſb Propoſitions caſt abroad in A. D. 1623. and 
ſo the Anſwer of 8 learned and piam Divine then living, 
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The Preface. 


b Bus it fell ont about this time , that vA Coun- . This 
trey Miniſter of the Gentlemans ancient 

| 2 phe Cl, and invited to dint at bis 
tn ſee his Friend « little ſooner, then . 27 
then — — - The Gentleman thought fis to make the ee. 
ne 4 pare of the Miniſters emtertaingnems. The 


took {rk e ſbort time of that e apect᷑ ation toread the — 
Mer after. 4 crabs. tool — on. _ 


and ſet down % as — Pony: and He ſpeaks 
re 0 5 the Writing to 1 65 Gentleman to be di Fra af e call 
hu Jer. — Shire ly after the Roni A ant re- things by 
newed his viſit, to ſee how the Pill bad wrought. The "ix 
Gentleman then took the opportunity to delrver him the names. 
Minifters Paper. But many moneths paſt , before any 

return was made : at length « Reply was communicatedets 

the Gentleman, who conveyed it to the Anſwerer as ſiun 

a he could rea „ being at a diftance o—_ him by 

the interpoſition of ſcvtral Comes. Ti 155 x ep tock 

1 C, Ne, 2 re toghve his fence of this Reply , 

Letter to — riewd, who was the perſon concerned in 2 
Conteſt, as being the man aimed ar for to be made a Roman 
Canvert, — i to for in plain terms, à child of Hell ina 


Able meaſure , for leaving the clear and living Well of 
ſebvation , and they ſeeking it in à broken ci « „ er ins 
foul puddle of errors and corruptions. Withall it was the 
Miniſters intent , that the Letter ſbould be i wn pit un- 
to the Romanift, that he might make ſome g it: 
For the Proteftants charity is d to turm 4 72. 
from the error of bi way, u well as to ſeourra Chriftian 
the path of righteouſneſi. Aud although this tranſattt 
mn pet A. D. 1666. yet be that drove the trade pur- 
(Re tv freer, nn 3 
eartily 


The Preface. | 
ft heartily deſired) acknowledged bis error , whereof be 
_ dicks be convinced , ary. eſs it with — 
ſhame ; nor attempted any vindication of his Writing, that 


Ambrol. e know of , which filence hath more of prudence, then 


 freſb profſer of more impertinencies could bade. Hi 

ape you berike for conſent in 4 matter of 
Religion, where the confe(ſion of our faith is a duty; but 
may be taken for a modeſt 2 of his weapons. 
Ne as ft® this way of publication of all that hath paſi d 
en both fides, he that obſerves the bold activity of Roma- 
wiſts at this time, may apprehend 4 ſufficient. reaſon of it, 
without being told one. ed the Gentleman who had 
an intereſt in the Papers had uſed his freedom by ſhewing 
them to ſome Divines of our Church, who gave @ {avoura- 
ble judgement of the M nah whole deſign, and adviſed 
the Gentleman to publiſh that, which they conreived to be 
of 4 general concernment, and 3 prove a publick bene- 
t 'by the removal of a ſtumbling block laid in the way of 
weak Chriſtians, and might be uſetwll to the prevention of 
much miſchief, which theſe Queſtions might produce, if 
permitted yo paſs uncontrolled. 

The Miniſter hereupon hath been preſt for his leave t. 
let his Writings with the Adverſaries to paſs the Preſs. 
And be confile red, that there was no reaſon imaginable, 
why he ſhould now conceal what was deſigned for the main- 
tenance of our Religion from the fight of his Brethren, 
which he had before expoſed to the view and cenſure of ow 
Adverſaries,. w —— equal Fudges of our Writings, 
Since therefore the ſive Queſtions are ſpread abroad. by 
aur Adver ſaries, whe may have too great 4 * in 
their own inventions s unanſwerable, if we Galen 
y A contemptible, but ma by Gods grace, whi par 

| wor 


| 
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The Preface. 


works by weak inſtruments, and beyond mans opinion, be 


moved and direited to confuder their ways , and turwtheiv l. 11, 


feet unto Gods teſtirwonies, even for their ſakes, who both 39. 


are miſerably miſled , and alſo induſtriouſly miſleaa others, —- 

4s - 4 for — of our Kela ls; A — cumpa· A 
we deſire to keep in Gods wayes of truth and peace, the omnie ſe- 

Miniſter hath complied with the Gentlemans deſires in **":i*/e 

this particular, and both have the Chriſtian civility to cim- Lucan. 

municate the uſe of their Light to all travellers that may 

reap benefit byit , whether they be in or out of the way. 

But becauſe we publiſh the Writings of 4 Papiſt, we defire 

to aſſure the Reader , that the Gentleman is 2 void of 


| Honour , which is his particular Conſcience , and the Mi- 


niſter is not ſo forgetfull of his Office , whereef * Fidelity * 1 Cor. 
is the quality, as that either of them ſhould by any wilfull **: 
alteration corrupt and falfifie them in * .— conuey- 
ance, or in the preſent publiſhing. The Miniſter indeed 

in his ſecond pains of preparing all for the Preff by tran- 
ſcription , hath upon the review of his own Letter to his 
Friend added two ſhort Conſiderations , which for diſtin- 

(tions ſake are incloſed within theſe marks | J. Alſe he 

hath made ſome ſmall alteration in a few ſentences 2 the 

aller explication of his own Anſwers. This he thinks it 


| in to advertiſe the Reader of, becauſe the Romaniſt 


who gave out the Queſtions and made the Reply, may 
have the N to peruſe this Book , 4s being concerned 
in it. ¶ then he ſball compare my Letter as it now runs, 
with that which was formerly imparted to him, and find 
ſomething altered, and ſome things added , he hath yet no 
reaſon to cavil or 4 at the Miniſters proceeding as unſin- 
cere , er to charge him with foul play in calling this the 


Letter to his Friend dated June 18. 1666. For he hath 


a 2 wnſaid 


ſtood then he might have been 


The- Preface. 
unſeid nothing, which was then delivered, aud he hath 
only endeavoured beth to make himſedf to be better under- 


ores, and alſo to inſtrutt 
his Friend more fully concerning imo particulars, which he 


had occaſion to treat f. If therefore the Remanift lift to 


read this ſecond Edition of the Letter, he will have oy 


to thank the Miniſter 2 his double diligence to difeover his 


errors, and to give him fuller fatufattion then formerly. 
And this comes timely enough to prevent his Defence, oy 
to procure his Amendment. Thus ( — Reader ) 
thou maiſt perceive the whole defign of the publication of 
this party-coloured Diſcourſe. | 
Iſhall det ain thee. yet a little longer with offering unto 


thre a Conſideration that is near kin to our Matter in 


Mat. 23. 15 


| Se4 an 


lavlatr 
or t 
Xa after their return for ever weary of Idols) but 


equal to that of the Feribes and Phariſees, whom our B 
ſed Saviour branded with the ins character of Hypo- 
crites, 4nd denounced 4.dreadfull Woe againſt them, oor 
their 17 2 {s travels, and diveliſh labowrs in compaſſing 
L and to make one Proſelyte. I defire my Chriſte 
an Reader to obſerve the Parallel between them, The 
Roman Sheep-ftealers of this Age, the Seribes and Phari- 
ſees took wpon them to be the Guide rof Gods people in that 
Nation of the Fews which was the only 2 Church of 
God at _ day , ana 7 obtained 2 credit with the 
by the eſtentation of counterfeit holineſs, boaſting o 
— e, — pretence of L 2 Fe, 
Church was then very corrupt in Religion, not indeed by 
„ formerly. before the Babylonian Captivity, 
be ſmart of Gods rod lying long on their backs made 


hand. Me- ſee the indefatigable diligence of — 
＋ 


tenatieu adherence to humane Traditions ; which bar 
*. +38 


4 
3 
aw 


| The Preface. 
how heavy and hard to be born, the Lamers confidered nat, 
but the Scribes and Phariſees bound aun the conſciences of 
the people for religious Ordinances of divine original , not 
written in the Law of Moſes ; but traduced by oral tradi- | 
tion of the Fathers. Ii was then ( David fpraks.) Pol: 115. 
bigh zune forthe Lord in wurt, ta lay to his hand, that is Nat ig. 3. 
bis Miniſtry, when they hid deſtrered Gods Law , and Mark 7. 
wade his Commandements of none effect by the traditions fa. 
wen. Tea, St. Peter ſays, that Chriſt died to redeem his pet. i. 
people by his blood from that vain converſation, which the 18, 19. 
Fews were enſlaved unto by the tradition of their Fathers. 
The Phariſees then,that took ſuch pains tu nate Proſelytet, 
did not make it their buſineſs to gain ſtrangers to the Cam- 
monwealth of Iſrael, unto 4 communion with the people of 
the God of Abraham according to the pure Law of Moſes, 
for which Chriſt certainly: would never have condemned 
them, — But * of their laluurs was to in- 
creaſe their own , by ceptivating men under their 
— Authority wp" ob 4 Fa Retigi- 
on, and thereby to ftre their power and worldly in- 
tereſt in —— ation r Aa | Ar Nave. 
Now', for Wis inue ſerples to the keepi 
—7 Traditiams, ſome whereof were but — „ £4 
aueſfectaal to ſanttification, others were violations of Gods 
Law ; dur juſt Maffèr curſes theſe ſeduced and ſeducing 
Guides for making their wretched followers the alildren of 
Hell, even worſe then the 2 7 engaging their 
nem conquered Sabjecti to the nuft vi red, and 
Seree — of the truth, and the profeſſors of it. See 
now , how the Papiſts tread in the ſteps of the Phariſees, . 
and in one particular oxt-atF their crimes. Their pregenee 
to the Chair of Authority indowed with-lufolbbion their 
| 0. 


hk. 


The Preface. 
outward varuiſhes of ſanctim laid over their covetauſueſi 


and unclcaume ſs, their horrid hypecrifies, I omit to ſpeak 
of. But their Proſelytizing it that which | propound to 
your notice. Their work is not to convert Pagans from the 
worſbip of Devils anddead Idols to ſerve the true and li- 
ving God, nov to turn ems ani Turks , who abhar Idols, 

and therefore are too 7s 4 ſeandalized ” Roman Ido 
latries , and averted from Chriſtianity by that rn 
Mother of ſpiritual fornications, but to pervert Ghriſti- 
ans, who know and worſhip the only true God through aud 
with the One Mediator lu Chrift according to the fim- 
plicity of | rhe Goſpel, and to perſiwade theſe to breat off cam 

munion wi other Chriſtians, who have obtained the 

"_ precious faith with themſelves, and to ax wk aye 

ſouls to the conduit of Traditionaries , and ſo to become an 

: acceſſion to a potent Sect or Faction in Chriſtendom. In- 
- deed the Roman Sectaries are in no ſmall meaſure more 

perniciows falſe Teachers then the Phariſees, becauſe they 

wot only evacuate the Authority of the Goſpel, and corrupt 

the purity of Chriſtian Religion , by novel devices, ſome 

diredlly repugnant to Law and Goſpel, others vainly ſaper- 

ſtitious, and all obtraded under the falſe title of Traditi- 

ans; but alſo have introduced into their Religion ne * 

groſs Idolatries, that ever the Devil did pollute the confe- 


ons 17. derate ſervants of God withall. Since then the purple 


Whore hath made the Kings of the Earth and many Nati- 
ons drunk with the poyſoned Wine ef her fornications, 4 
S. John being in the Spirit foreſaw and foretaid, and it is 
the labowr of Reman Emiſſarits to invite Engliſhmen to 
drink of her golden Cup, St. John's Caution wes never 
more neceſſary for Chriſtians then now, Little Children, 


2 8 keep your ſelves warily from Idols: 4u Crit. Ad- 
monition 


ee The Preface. 


© monition concerns us nearly, Beware of the leaven of the Mat.16. 6: 
Phariſees. Since Papi are thus manifeſtly the heirs 
and ſucceſſors of the Scribes and Phariſees, let all that love 
their own ſouls decline the ſnares of theſe travellers to 
make Proſelytes, leſt while they think to fund a new wa 
to Heaven, which is called Tradition, they be made the 
children of Hell. Here indeed we have ſet one * ſnare of 2 Tim. 
the Devil before thine eyes, the Papiſts firſt ſet it to tale 2s. 
Chriſtians captive, and ſet it in ſecret , in chambers, 
whiſpering in the dark , but now what was ſpoken in the Read 
dark, — in the cloſet, is brought forth to be examined —5 By 
the light, and I hope, that this ſtratagem of our enemies n 
defeated by being diſcovered. Indeed it is 4 happy igno- 
rance not at all to know the depths of Satan ; but Foe God 2 
hath in his wiſe and juſt providence let looſe Satan 2 Cor. 11, 
us, who can transform himſelf into an Angel of light, and 
transfiguret his meſſengers into the Apoſtles 2 who 
— no pains to vent his deluſions, we had need to pra 
eartily, that God will be our Sus to enlighten us with th 
ſaving beams of his 3 truth which ſhine in his 
written Word, and our ſbield, our ſhelter , our ſhadow to 
ſecure us from the ſnare of the Fowler, from the peſtilence Plal. 91. i, 
that walletb in darkneſs , and the deſtruction ( the bold. 3*: 
faced Devil) that waſteth at noon-day. Aud that the 
Chriſtian Reader may be provided of an Antidote againſt 
this noyſom peſtilence, and that he may both ſee and eſcape 
the deceit and deſtruition of this ſnare , is the end of 
this publication; which God make proſperous to his 
Sr Amen. 
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Firſt SECTION, 
Containing the 


PAPISTS QUERIES. 
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Five Queries propounded in Religion. 


1. e Herler there i not in all ages 4 viſible Catholick, 
buch? 
770 \Y_ 2. Whether out of the viſible Catholicł Church 
any can attain Salvation ? 
3. Seeing there are now very many Profeſſi- 
ant among ſt Chriſtians , which give themſelves 
eu to be either the holy Catholick, Church, or part of i; I de- 
fire to kom by deſignation, which amongſt them all is now the bo- 
ly Catholick, Church ? 
4+ Whether the Holy Catholick, Church ſo deſigned can teach 
her Children any error, as matter of Chriſtian Faith, either de- 
ſtractive of Salvation, or endangering the attaining of it? 
5. F the ſaid Catholick Church can teach errors, a matter of 
. Chriſtian Faith, how any Chriſtian can be infallibly certain, that 
She hath not 14%ght ſore error in determining the C anon of Scrip- 
5 FEE 


ture, 


Pd 


—— — — — — 


e 

ture, aud in teaching ſome Bock , or Books ; to be the word of * 
God, which is not ſo ; and then what certainty any one can have, 

that al thoſe Buoks are Gods word, which Gu: Chreh delivers t 


be his mt 
[A Categorical Anſwer to theſe Queries is. demanded;) 


IIS 
— — 


Second Section cant aining the Divines Anſwer. 


I, T% Queries anſwered by propounding others, re- 
fleting upon the State of the Jewiſh Church of 
God, to which God had made-as ample promiſes of its 
continuance, till Shiloh came in bumility.; as he made of 
the Chriſtian Churches perpetuity, till the ſame Saviour 
come in glory. f 
1. Whether according to the veracity of Gods promi. 
ſes, there were not then tobea Viſible Church of the 
Jewes? - . | 
2. Seeing the Kingdom and Church of the ten tribes 
pretended to the truth and ſervice of God, as well as the 
Houſe of David with the Prieſthood at Hieraſalem , and 
even that Kingdom and Prieſthood were ſometime infec- 
ted with groſs Idolatry; and that publickly ſet up and e- 
reed; Ideſire to kuow by what deſignation a Jew, that 
was truly inquiſitive of the way and means of Salvation, 
ſhould then diſcern and diſcover that Church, in which 
he might find it, and out of which, he could not, ſince 
(as Chriſt bimſelf affirms Job» 4. 22.) Salvation was then 
of the Jews? ; r 
3. Whether the Viſible Society of the Jewiſh Nation 
that was in covenant with God could not teach her Chil- 
dren any error as matter of Religion , that was cor- 
ruptive of the ſame, and deſtructive of Salvation? 
4. If the ſaid Church could teach ſuch errors, how 
any Jew could be infallibly certain, that the living A 
* 1 


03) 
cles committed to that people were not corrupted ; or ly- 
ing K 5220 obſtru&ed under pretence of Holy FB ae 

J. If God in that Oeconômfe did * the Holy 

. Scriptures,” which were to be the ſtanding Rule of Re- 

ligiah, to which private perſons were to have recourſe 

for their direction, to ſecure themfetves from the ſeduò e- 
ment of erring Guides I Eſa. 8. 20, and 9. 18. compared); 
and alſo the Inſtrumene of publick Authority, for refor- 
mation of a corrupted Church:why may net the Scriptures 
of the New Teſtament, added to the Oracles of the Old, 
be ſufficient to make us wiſe unto Salvation, te enable 
them who have their fenſes exetciſed therein, fo diſcern 
between good and evit 
[If the Quart can. frame a good Anſwer that might ſa- 
tisty the conſcience of a Jew, then, %, mut, tlic 
ſame will be an Anſwer to his own Queries. J. 


11, Take this Categorical Anſwer 10 , he [aid Faerie 


1. There was, is, and ſhafl be till the worlds end, 2 
Catholick Church, tharin every age is viſible by the pro- 
feſſion of Chriſtianity to the perſons then living. 

2. Out of this Catholick Church ordinarily chere is no 
Salyation. 3 

3. That is the Holy Catholiek Church, which profeſ- 
ſeth that One Holy Catholick Faith , once for all delive- 
red unto the Saints, -whereof the Holy Scriptures are the 
Conſervative and Rule. 

I. That Holy Catholick Church teaches no error de- 
ſtructtve of Salvation. E ö 

3. Therefore cannot, ſo long av it continues ſo, abuſe 
the world by impoling falſe, or forged Scriptures upon 
IT” - £44 | | 


Aer further ;; 3 | 
What reaſon now from hence can be deduced , why any 
rational perſon'ſhould deſert the Church of Fngland,thas 
adheres to (the ay Rows be Faith) the Scrip- 
2 tures, 


% 


(490 
tures, and enter into the preſent Church of Rome, which 
at the threſhold requires him to renounce hi Rea, 
ſon, and Charity; and obliges bim to the belie reed 
dre a few Nan arr which we delire the 
Papiſts to prove was the Catholick Faith of the truly an- 
tiene and Catholick Church, _.. + 6 1 TR 


— 


99 


WAN 4 78 ' Fx 
1 118 2 2222 


— wc 4 


* — — 


mina Seltion contiining the Papiſts Reply. 


LS 


the Jewiſh Church. 1 


1 Yi 9 of Grd lere mentioned reſpectiuely to 
ew. cen. | 4:4 


. 4 i , 
. N. 1:6 Categorical Anſxer to the Queries concerning 
„ 1 #7 F : | 


4 1 lg Tothefirft T anſwer affirmatively. 


T he Second commits 4 fallacy of Ignoratio elenchl. The 


Me ”"_— eerst about the Chriſtian Chirch (to which theſe ought to cor- 


reſpond) proceed not apon any particular Kingdom , no nor upon 
any particular Chyreh , ner on every one, or any particalar 
mumber of the Prieſts or Paſtors of the Church; but upon the re. 
preſentative Catholick, Church in a full and jam ful meeting of the 
chief Paſtors to teach the Church diffnſrve , what foe is,to believe 
as matter of Faith, or ta.rejeft 4s errors in Faith, when queſti- 
ons ariſe any of them. 1tberefore anſwer ,, that when any 
ſuch queſtion aroſe among the Jews... they werg neither to have 
their laſt refuge to the Kings of Hrael or 2 nor to the State, 
Magiſtrates, or common people for reſolution in whas they were 
to lere But to the aft. High Prieſt for the time , with his 


High Cauncii or Synod of ether rief Prieſts and Docter, in the 
Law of Moſes ; And they were to conform their belief to what 
they defined, and taught them; ſo that whatſoever either the Kings, 
or ſome number of inftrior Tribes, or ſome particular Prieff , 
raught, practiſad, or believed , comrary to the Dotrine and de- 
finition o this 2 iritua Council was to be held erroncous, 
and theſe why gpl 


ch erreneons Doctrine pertinacionſly, or 
practiſed 


92 2 


33 65 
ſfraſtiſed publickly comrary to it; were to be efteemed in their 
Aud rin — F . in their prattiſe — 125 
True Church, _ from it. If therefore a Jew in the 
times mentioned in the Qucrie ſhould have demanded , which w 
then the True Viſible Church, wherein Salvation could beatcqui- 
red, the anſwer muſt have been, That it was the. High Prieft 
then being, and all theſe belirvers , who conformed their Faith , _ 
Praiſes and Communion to him and his high Council, ut fupra: 
And all ſuch, as ſtood in oppoſetion againſt him, and diviſion from 
him, were Aliens (ſo long as they continued: in that flate) from 
the True Church. Now if the Aueeriſt had proved efficaciouſly, 
that the High Prieft with bis fore named Conncil taught the people, 
either Idelatry, (the common ſin of the Jews) or any other breach 
of Gods Law , tobe 75 er any error againſt Gods Revelati. 


ons to be true, or am of hit, Revelations to be falſe, he had over. 
thrown the whole fabrigh of my Znerier- But ſeeing this is not 
get done by him, bis e are neither an Anſwer , nor any ob- 
Mruction to mius, and therefore thry remain in their full vigonr | 
againſt him. For not withſtanding all be ſays in his. ſecond Nus- 
fy, (which is the main force of his mitance) I have clearly ſhewed, 
a Few of thoſe times, which was then the True Viſible Church, 
out of which Salvation could not be had. Now. it is impoſſible , 
to prove fy ſuch matter, unleſs he enervate.the words of aur Fa. 
iar, Mat. 23.2,3! where he ſays, That whatſoever the Scribes 
and -Phariſces taughe, who had and did fit in Moles his chair 
| ( that is ſucceeded in his Spiritual authority) was to be obſerued 
and dane by all the Jewiſh people: which ſuppoſes evidently, they 

could net teach them either error in Faith and Manners, as 
e Gods word for then he ſhonld have commanded to da evil, and 
believe errors : ſo that they were infallible in their teaching till 
Shiloh came. And the "reaſon whythey were ſo infallible (ſays 

our Saviour) was, becaiuſt they .. Moſes his chair , 
ſo governed ſucceſſively the Church of God faithfyly in mamer 
of deftrine , as he did in hit time: Upon the chair of 'Moſes 
have ſate the Sccibes and Phariſces: All therefore that 
they ſhall ſay unto you, Obſerve and do it. Lud this rea- 
Jon prover nat only , thoſe that ſate then when. our Saviour jos 
theſe 


—4 


Ce) |. 
theſe words, but that all theſe who ſate before them vt fue 
, Moſes were ixfal8ble in al divine do trines 27 
and Minuers, 5 | 

T he third Queris is therefore thus anfwered , That the fei 
Churth,” (wnderſtoed ut ſupra) could not teach any error a mar- 
ter of Divine Faith or Religion. 

Fo the fourth Querie; 1 anſwer, That, though from the pre. 
cedeut Anſwers , it followes ,, that the fewifh ch by divine 
direction preſerved the Holy Scriptures (6 entirely, that it never 
rejelted any true part of Gods written word, nor rereived into 

their C anon of Gods written word any Book, or Sentence, whith 
was not bis wow 5 yer it followes 2 , that every private 
ſhould find out every partic nt of Religion by parti- 

| — 9 e 7 3 word alone; Jt thut 
- the Authority of the Jewiſh Church, ut ſupra, is matters cox- 
 troverted , ſhould interpoſe it ſelf , and dgtermine the controver. 
fie. Nor do the two Texts quoted in the Auris prove this much 
Fon that Eſa. 8. 20. pw only this, that they were neither 
to have reconrſe to Soothſayers, nor to extraordinary viſions, but 
to the Law fr . —— 7 Now this it 
o fat from forbidding to have recourſe to t ent reſpectiu 
. and ——1 of the Churth , that * and 2 
ment command expreſly , that recourſe js to be had o them in 
 donbrful caſes, Deut. 17. fromthe 8th. tothe 12th. verſe, aud 
. Malachi. 2. fromthe 4th. 20 the 8th. In which places the in- 
terpretation of the Lawis reſerved to the Prieſt , and the diſ- 
. obedience to the Prieſts command, declared to be ſo great 4 ſin, 
that it is to be pnniſved with no leſs than death. And for the 
Scriptares themſelves , it was ſo far from the Ordinance of Mo- 
ſes hir Law that every particular or 82 Baliever had li. 
. cenſe , or opportunity , r gndinary ity to pernſe them, and 
- gather ew by Jes al, whatwas, and what wa 
not to be beliewed, (as private Proteft ants now do) that the Law 

. was only to be read to them once in Seven years, Deut. 31. 16,11, 
and wos accordingly performed by Eſdras, Nehem. 8. 1, 2, 3, 
And this was all, we read in Scripture of the common People kuow- = 


in the written word. And it appears , thay the prople were 
fo 


"= 
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| fe from undertaking by their own private judgements to attai" 


to the full meaning of tvery bard ſentence in the Law, that it i* 
ſaid v. 79. that the Levites interpreted to the people, and tha 
\ Eſdras ravght them: Aud v. 13, not only the people , but the 
anferior Levites and Prieſts came to Eldras the chief Prieft to 
hear. from him the interpretation of the Law. Now the reſpox- 
Aut, if be will make s parallel between the common people of the 
fers and big Proteſt ants, muſt produce ſome clear place of Serip- 
ure, where the Books of the Law of Moſes , and net only ** 

' but the whole Old Te WAS 4s Common and familiar in the 
lunſes and hands of every ignorant few , as the Old and New 
Teſtament; now in the bonuſes and and: of every ignorant. Pro- 
ant, which I balieve he will find a very hard task,, ſeeing 
Printing being then unknown to the world, it would have been 
very diſſicalt to have found ſo immenſe a number of copies," as are 
now ( ſince Printing ) of the Bible amongſt Proteftants. Tet are 
; ot we of opinion, that the Scriptures are either not profitable \, 
(« Saint Paul ſas they are) or not ſuſſicient ((uppoſing them o 
the written word of God by ſome precedent proof) Pa y of Rule 
tamake #s wiſe unto Salvation. For they contain many of the 
Important points of Relig ion clearly and expreſſely to all; b 
ett not willfully pertinacious , and what they contain not in parti- 
talar expreſſions by general rules they refer to the Church, and the 
chief Governors of it, to learn them from their months, or from 
the Univerſal Tradition of ' Chriſtendome. But that every 
ticular Chriſtian it to receive and know what he is to believe, 
what not, by his ſole pernſal of Gods written word, as though e- 
very particular point of Chyiſtian Faith were particularly ſet down + 
init, or by particular reſpectiur conſequences , or other particular 
proofs concerning every ſuch point to be deduced from it, is ſo greas 
# Paradox , that no man (1 think) who bath his right ſenſes can 
err jj. For befides the unlearnod, which is the far greater part of © 
Chriftendome, whereof a very great part know neither to writ e 
ur read, and therefore depend upon the credit of others, what 
are the words of Scripture ; te they can read, know no other 
[ave their Mothers tongue, and thereby are ſubject to a than- 
ſand miſconſtruttions of the words or Phraſes in the Original; or 


if 
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If they arrivt to the knowledge of the original, know wot the true 
157 interpretation of 2 er, 2 t ren into errors; 
er if they know them, ont of Pride, or ſelf- conceit of their own 
wit and jagdment, Will not 2 them: And as to the Learned, 
ſeeing they, after all their i „kill in Languages , 4. 
ring one piace with another, & c. are yet ſ% far from Fe 
one with' quot ber in the interpretation of divers plates of Scriptures 


N tanc hing points Faith controverted , that thert is no er 
150 neared they will ever an agreement. ** 


But ſuppoſe ſome learned men might have a greater inſight into 
Series” ee nearer rocks ſenſe fs, then thoſe that 
ere leſs learned, or the ignorant, yet Scripture i ed by 

private mens judgment cannot be a ſufficien® Rule of Faith, or 
meant to obtain it. For the Rue and means appointed by almigh- 
y God to attain Faith, muſt be common and univerſal to all ſorts 
of Chriſtians , nor muſt there be one rule and means for the lear- 
ned, and another for the unlearned. Seeing Scripture canot 
be ſufficiently interpreted by the ſole means of Soripture by the an- 
learned, ', 4s haue „ and Scripture imerpreted by pri- 
vate men cannot be the Rule and Means 3 by Aimigity 
God for the guiding 122 is all points of Faith. tbers maſt 
therefore be ſome other for the unlearned, and conſequently for all, 
Ne this other means and rule can be no other excogitable(unleſs we 
run to the Sole private Spirit of Phanatiques which is more abſurd 
then all the reft,) ſave the direction and univerſal Tradition if 
Cd. — Church, 4 1 — * 
Ar to your laft ſentence, I acknowledg , T bat he who can anſwer 
theſe Qeriet may anſwer mine, and the ſame [nbſt antial — 
"hd mutatismutandis, will ſatisfie a good conſcience in both. Nor 
did I ever think my Queries amen oerably fer I know I could 
anſwer thim my ſelf;- or auy one may do, who  aſſemts to the Prin- 
ciples of the Roman Church. But I propounded my Nies to 
** Proteſt ants aud ſhewed they are — them ; and from 
\ them only · i is, from Ji this occaſion expect an an- 
mer. 5 
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2 N. 2. Now let us weigh che Categorical Anſwers. 


Fs he firſt the Anſwer ſeems to be offirmative. Quely there 


ts ſome dubionſneſs inthe word, Chriſtianity, + For al Here- 


"ticks male a viſcble profeſſion of Chriſtianity, 


Te the ſecond you add the wrd, Ordinarily, J 
4 / 


obſcurum, which can 
"#5 obſcure 
profeſſeth the true Catholick, Faith ence for all delivered 0 

tie Saints, & c. 4 it is, which it now the Holy Cubas 
' Church, 5 e 


"tione partium, and nt Categorical, 


cannot, &c, 0 
ſo, ſuppoſes, that the Catholick, 2 can ceaſe robe the Ga- 


- Smppoſing therefore you meantrue Chriſtinnity in their whole 
therefore 


ron , the Anſmer is accepted. 
nary Caſes 
ve 


you mean by this, that ſome may be ſavedin ext 

Lage” the viſible Charch , 2 the Anſwer-to be « 7 
thar ſore _ ſevei ont ef rhe vifible Catholick; Church, 
which I thin is contrary to the fiream of all Chriftian An- 


tiquity, 44, | 
* bird hath nathing of a Categarical Anſwer. Fer I d. 

mand At all different pret profeſſions, which it now 
the Ho 


oly Ccbolick, Church by deſignation of - fame one, or ſome 
ſer le Profeſſions now on 2 And yeu tell me what the 
Holy C athol kh Church it, but pive no de on of any. par- 


"ticular profeſſion or profeſſions of Chriſtians. Or if | you intended 


to maky a deſignation , you have anſwered obſcurum per æquè 
no Cateyorical A For it i; now 


Chriſtians , h profeſſion that is which now 


Tour fourth Anſwer is defeftive ex inſafficienzi .enamher4- 
For 1 put two parts it 
wy 2nerie, Deſtructive of Salvation, or indangering of 
it. | 
Tow anſwer to the firſt , b you ſay nothing tothe ſq- 


"cond 5 wherein noewithſtanding was the main force of the 


#werie. | | 
Tr fifth Anſwer is not Categorical, becauſe only conditional. 
Tow ſay, The Catholick Church ſo long as it continues ſo 
Now this conditional, So long as it continues 


tholicł 
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thotick, Church, which is both contrary to your anſwer to the fir ft 
iierie,” ibi taht , that there it n, ages a Vijihlc 
Catholick Church, 4 moſt damnable error in C briſtianity, For 
F the Yipbtr Cathelich Gharch can ever caaſe to be, Chriſt 
who hath promiſed, it ſhall ever be, Eph. 4.-10, 11,12, &c, 
will become afalle Prophet. But [appoſes 18 bad given « Care. 
gerixa Anſwer, Ihr ic can never ob truds falſe Scripture, & c. 
then yon muſt grant, that the Cutholick Viſbir Ghurch u infalli- 
ble iwthe delivery of Feripturn. If iſa, then is thore an [nfal. 
bible ni upon the ru ronterningtine points. If io, I require 
Mur fifty caſo, why the Char chfronld be infallible in this 
and fallible ia u prrarrof. Faith, ſeeing it 15 4. ory abſurdity 
to the mort fat Pwbihy with falſe Setiprures, Or 
what authority is there either in Scripture , or Antiquity,which 
init the infallibitiry of - the" Church to the ſolt: determination of 
Ferit ori it wot: a8: pernicious te 4 Soul to be put 
in danger of dertnarion by having a dangerous error taught 
it by rhe Chreh', 4 by — ſome happily leſs 
n upon it by the Church, 

» your Conch /ionJ anſwer, The reaſon, why Jou are to de 
[ere hs Pruiſl ur „ Cbarch, is wot, becauſe it adberes 10 
"rh: Seviprvires, as « Kalt of Faith, (for the Raman doth that 4 
vel at the Proteſftant,)»but breanſe they will have that the ſale 

Rule, in ticcinfion of Univerſal. Tradition, aud the voice of the 

Nor is it any reaſon to refuſe to join with the Roman Church , 
becuaſe it eroyns vn d reweunee bis Senſes and Reaſon. For it 
eier Miz nd more, than Siripture and the Proteſt aut Church 
dot, Fur wins not Lot to deny bus pas (War, he perceived them 
robe Angels , whom his eyes ears and touch taught him to be li. 
Ving men > And bow could our S avieur paſs through a while crowd 


of people, und neither be ſean , beard, or felt, without a decep- 
a A 


tion of the Senſes ? Now it is far morg oppoſite to humane reaſon , 
ont to be three, and three io be one, and that in the very 
ſelf ſame bring without any difference , or mutation, then tobe- 
lirvtbreadl ts be changed imo fleſs or one body to be in mare places 
.. 
18 What 


—=S —_— 0 — _— 


a 't w = ” £ 2 _ ai. rod. 


V 


— 


(ur) 


What you ſay of breach of. Charityjs miſtonceit of aur doctrine. 
 Wecenſure nut the Perſins, but the Doctrine, 2 aint ai - 


wed perti nariouſiy aud obſtingtely,' Now who does ſo , we c 
obſolutely jugs and therefore gaſe no abſolute judę ment wpon par- 
ticulars. And this is ſo far y 9 breach of Charity , that it is 
aui out of Charity , that we let Proteftams kyow , what dar- 
ger they are in, that they my avoid it; whereas athcr- 
be we foowld be Flatterers and Sycophants in letting them 
go. en ſecurely in the danger we -conceive them to be in; 

The Council of Trent compoſed no new Creed, at all, but gave 


| 4 Catalogue « 1 ed by all theſe , who were 
to teach in publick Acadenues, before they were tred to that 


„ As the Engliſh Priteffants do exalt «: the 
2 er of, fecha he ie to Orders. . | to 
do with the proof of any thing, till theſe Queries be anſwered by 


Proteſtants. 


— 
a _— * * — — 1— — 
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Fvarth Section, containing an Examination of the 
foregoing Reply made iy the Ramaniſt; which 
WAS _— in « Letter to the Gentleman 
afſanltcd. Mr. F M. 2. 


* 1 R, * Beelze- 


Received the Papers, which you cpnveyed unto me by bub, 4e 
I many Ambages , on the 12th. of April, lince whi — f 2: 


timeT have been intangled in ſeveral buſineſſes , that al - Reg,i,2,3: 


lowed me no leiſure to conſider the Cavils of the Factors. the Prince 
for the Court of Rome, who are like the Clients of * the of evil 
Idol God of EK, the Flies, not only for their infinua- Nuſca oft 
tion into ſecrets 3 but alſo for their reſtleſs importunity, ter : clam 
who though beaten oft from thefleſh , they would taint illum ni- 


and corrupt, yet return again. But now , though e- bil haberi 


noungh hath been lately py n eminent perſons in — 4 
our 


- 


* 


(12) 
our Church, to ſtop the months ot gainſayers or at leaſt 
to ſecure prudent readers from the danget̃ous practiſes of 
thoſe, who like Ehmas ceaſe not to pervert the ſtreight 


45. 13. 10. waies of the Lord; yet I have taken ſome ſpare time to 


examine what is returned to that Paper, which you know 
Sir, Iwrit in your Dining - room whilſt you ſtaid a while 
for your company to dinner. Upon the peruſil I find no: 
ching, that maꝝ render the defence of mine own former 
writing ſo difpicult to me, a it may be tedious to you. For 
you will ſee that Oracle of So/omos verified, The beginner 
.of ſtrife is like one that opens a paſſage to waters. As wa- 
ters let in at a ſmall breach quickly ſpread to a deluge: ſo 

ou may obſerve, how contentions about Religion begun 
by admiſſion of a few gueſtions ſwell. co Volumes that eſoy, 
or tire rather then ĩinſtruct readers, except they be ſuc 
lovers of Truth, as to ſeekit with patience. But leaſt 
my ſilence might give ſome occaſion to the Adverſarie of 
triumphing over our Church, (whereas indeed neither the 
validity of our cauſe or profeſſion, nor the credit of our 
Church depends on ſo weak a Baſis, as the acting of one 
of the meaneſt of her Children) I ſhall endeavour to re- 
pair this breach, and to retrench theſe bitter waters of 
Romiſh contentions againſt the Truth into their own 
channels. And that you may not be affrighted with the 
very bulk of my Rey, 1 chall not enlarge my diſcourſe 
to diſprove every particular, which theſe Papers may 
rempt me to contradict, but make ſhort animadverſions 
upon whatever occurs and appears material to our preſent 
Queries. : 

My firſt Querie miniſters no occaſion of diſpute. The 
ſecond, in which be rightly apprehends the main force of 
my inſtance againſt his Queries to lie, is attacked by him 
confidently, with ſuch weapons, as I may ſafely truſt you 
to judge of their validity. And indeed you that are aſ- 
ſaulted in the poſſeſſion of the truth of Chriſtian Religion, 
conveyed unto E the light of Gods Word in the Scri- 
peure, which is held forth by-a Miniſterie , that doth not 


pretend 


% 
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pretend to Trifallibilicy ,. but profeſſerh legitimate Autho- 
Tr co inſtruct all ankle n a Doctrine of 
the Goſpel, muſt be Judge in the Court of your own 
conſcience, whether the Roman Queſtioniſt, or I, ſpeak 
that which is agreeable to the common Rules of Truth. 


And your Reaſon aſſiſted with the bleſſing of God, the 


Fatherf Ligbts , who freely and liberally wives wiſdom: 
ſaficient to. ſalvation unto all, that wich hymility, 
meekneſs and reſolution of obedience implore his boly 


Spirit of underſtanding, muſt be permitted to be your 


Guide in diſcovering the True Church from the Falſe; and 


may as well and ſafely be allowed to diſtinguiſh the whole- 
forme Dockrine from. the corrupt and noxtous: ſince this 
may be eaſier and ſooner diſcerned by the agreeablenefs of 
ay Doctrine to the ſence of Scriptùre, in which all thingy 
neceſſary are plain, then the truth of à Church can be dit- 


covered by thoſe Notes commonly given by the Papiſts, 
which are uncertain, variable, difficult to be examined, 
and (which is of moſt importance) not infallibly known 


to be the igfallible Notes of a True Church, nor infallibly- 


applied to their Church, except you will take their Teſti- 
mony of themſelves to be infallible, which is the thing in- 
ueſtion. a 44 
n But not to make unneceſſary excurſions, I ſhall bztake 
my ſelf to examine his Anſwer to my fecond Qyerie. 1 
will not waſte time to unfold the Logical term ,"fgneratio 
Elonchi, thoug\ I can ſhew how unjuſtly this fllacy is 
charged upon me, and how eaſily it may be retorted upon 
him. I ſhall-appeal to your reafon, and leave you to de- 
termine, who is guilty of miſtaking the Argument in de- 
bate, or of proceeding fallaciouſſy, He thinks, he bath 
convinced me of ſach a ſophiſtical dealing, by ſaying, 
That the Queries about the Chriſtian Church, to which 
thoſe propounded by me ought to correſpond, proceed hot 


upon any partitular Kingdom, no nor upon'any particu. 


Jar Church, Zut I deſire you to conſider, whether there 


be not an exact analogy ( av to the ſufficient way am. 


Means 


not a. juſt corre 
on the membe to ſerve God ſin- 
\cerely according to his will revealedin his Word, and al- 
"fo at the ſame time to yield obedience to their Superiors in 


to Prince and Prieſts and People. The whole Ki 


ſerviceof God bei 


£.14) 1 
n) between the Chriſtian Church under 
ifed through a Nations, and the Jewiſh 


e ele & 
the . | 
Thurch, which was the only Nation, which bad then the 
car's en be in Covenant with God, and to 


racles of truth; and whether there be 
ndence in the obligation, that lies up- 
rs of either Church , both to ſerve God ſin. 


enjoy the livi 


the Lord, and according to that Law, which was given 
95. le ingdom of 
Mul at firſt, as it was undivided, was the only Church 


of God: And che Kingdom of udab, after the Rent, was 
the only Spouſe of Gad, till ſne had a Bill of Divorce for 
her ſpiritual whoredoms. And therefore let any indiffe. 


rent Reader judge, whether I proceeded not upon a go6d 


ground, when I compared the preſent Catholick Church, 


with the only Church, though then confined to one Nati. 


on, ſince; both are equally furniſhed by God with ſuffici. 


ent means to preſerve Religion, and both are equally lia- 
ble to corruption in theis members, and if you will be- 
lieve St. Paas warning to the Church of Rowe, the vifible 


Roman Church is more then equal ly with that of the Jews 


obnokiqus t: De apoſtacy and exciſion. 

There is indeed one difference between the particular 
members of the I ewiſh Church under the Law, and parti- 
cular Chriſtians under the Goſpel, for which the conditi- 
on of Gods ſervants under the Old Teſtament was much 
harder, then ours is under the New. For the preſcript 
ing of old tied to the Temple ast Hieraſa- 
lem, and the people being: bound to worſhip God there, 
when the Temple was ſhut np, and the worſhip of the Lord 
wholly laid down, as under King Abr, (read 2 Chres. 
29. 7.) or when the City and Temple were polluted and 
prophaned vith the execrable Altars and Images of Bad! , 
of the Sun, and of the Hoſt of Heaven, and De vil-wor- 
lap which weręſ ſet up by tan ch, who required obadience 


— 
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. Þ of Prieſts -and People, and filled persſalrm with the blood 
of them whe choſt to gbey God rather than Man , (Sie 
1 bren. 33. 3,9. 2. Kings 24. 4.) Gods faithful ſer- 
nuts muſt needs have been ina fad ſtreighi 
tal for Gods Houſc and ſervice, add their obligation to 
their ſuperiors, who cauſed, at leaſt urged them to err, and 
to do worſe then the Heathen (as the Holy Ghoſt ſpexks 


in that ſtory) when there was no appearance (as this Ro- 


manift fondly dreams) of a ſtanding Couadil aſſiſtant to 


the High Pr ieſt reſident at Hieraſalem a3 a Viſible guide in 
Gods way, but the Prieſt that ſhewed their heads were all 
Sycophants and Seducers. But now the Service of God 


between their- 


4 


Job. 4 21, 


being ſpiritual and not tyed to any one place, nor the Law 24. 


of Chriſt confined to one Biſhops chair only, ,but/ the 


Church being ſpred throughout. all nations, and every 
Church, that 1s aſſociated orderly in any Kingdom, or 


Nation, or being endowed with a ſufficient power of cons» 


duct and goverament, (in which the Chriſtian Magiſtrate - 


only corrupted in matters of Religion; but alſo ſo abu- 
live of power, that the eommunion with that Church be 
unſafe, Chriſtians are much more at liberty than the Jews 


were, becauſe by removal of their. habitation they ay 


leave 2 gangrened limb of the Catbolick Church, and joyn 
to a ſounder part, where they may, be it in the Ea, or 


concerned) if a prevalent party of Governours be not 


in the Welt, offer à pure oblation and incenſe unto God Malac. 1. 
with acceptance upon the Altar Chriſt Jeſus, This d- 11. 
vantage of freedom and ſafety for the Service of God, and /. 13. 


working ont their own ſalvation, a Chriſtian gains abet 
a Jew by the propagation of the Goſpel unto the Gentiles, 
and the ſettlement of particular Churches in ſeveral Ter+ 
ritories under ſeveral juriſditions. Bat ſtill the parallel 
holds between Jews and Chriſtians, both in regard of their 

to God, and their Governours , nad in reſpect alſo 
of the proviſion for their eternal Salvation, when the i- 
2 of the times is ſuch, chat their Governours will 


lo. 15, 


ither make the people committed to their charge drunk 


with 
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coc. 148. with the of wy wine of their : fornicitions, or make 
& 17. & themſelves drunk with the blood of Martyr “ 
-- But he goes on to tell us, that his Queries proceed upon 
the Repreſentative Catholick Church in a full and lawful 
meeting of the chief Paſtors to teich the Church diffffve . 
what ſhe is to belleve as matters of Faith, or to reject as 
—_ in Faith, when Queſtions ariſe about any of 
1. Now Sir, again I appeal to your rexſon, 1. whether 
you did apprebend, or could divine, or by any thing in 
thoſe — imagine, that by theV iſtbleCatbolickChurch 
(which he ſuppoſes mult be conſulted as the Guide of Sal- 
vation) is to be underſtood a truly general Council law. 
fully aſſembbed. 6 | . 
But now you may be ſatisfied , that when the Papiſts 
make à noyſe, with crying up the Catholic Church, they 
do not mean the Body of the Chriſtian Church diffuſive 
over the whole earth, which though it cannot err in mat - 
ters of Faith neceſſary to Salvat ion (for then, it ſhould 
-ceaſe to be a Church by not holding the head Chriſt Jeſus) 
. et can not this be a Guide, becamſe it cannot be conſulted 
„ by articular Chriſtians, or others, who having got an 
1 incling of the truth, and deſirous of Salvation , may be 
inquiſitive for a Guide. And though everyChriſtian which 
| 4s aſound member of the Catholick Church, by holding 
KW | the true Faith, and being ready to joyn upon every g 
* ä occaſion with all his Fellow. members in the worſhip of 
God through Chriſt Jeſus according to the Rules of the 
Goſpel, be obliged to communicate his Light to any man 
that wants it, yet is not every man that agrees with the 
Catholick Church, an Infallible Guide: And leſs than 
Infallibility will not ſerve a papiſts turn when he talks of a 
Guide, though the poor ſouls in that Synagogue never ſee 
any but ſuch Guides, which are eonfeſſedly fallible, becauſe | 
Infallibiliry is not the Lot of particular Prieſts. | 
And now being inſtructed to take their meaning (which ; 
was a fecret not to be foreſeen.) for their ſaying, 1 hope ÞF | 
ie you 


k 4 (7) 
you have not forgot, what you have heard my Lord Fa- 
— often ſay, Paſtors aſſemhld in Cougęil, though 2 
governing part, are ſtill but a part of the Church Catholick; 
And this may be ſecured from the gates of Hell, though 
they may be permitted to err in matters of Faith. 
But allowing all due honour of Reverence and Obedi- 
ence to a truly General Council -lawfully aſſembl ed in the 
name of Chriſt, and — facerely-by che aſſiſtance 
of the Holy Ghoſt; 1 deſire you to conſider, how 
particular Chriſtians are by this mans explication of the 
word, Church, ſet forward in the vy to find that which 
is pretended to be abſolutely neceſſary, to wit, an Infal- 
lible Guide in matters of Faith, and holy Liſe. You know, 
that, after the Apoſtles had finiſhed their courſe, the 
Church--ſabliſted upon the ſtock of their doctrine, with 
an ordinary Miniſtry erected and ſupported by Chriſt in 
ſeveral Churches reſpe&ively, for many years, and ſome 
ages without a general Council, Yet particular Chriſti- 
ſtians had all that while a ſufficiency of certain means for 
the conduct of their Souls in the wayes of Truth, Peace, 
and Holyneſs, unto eternal life. And therefore doth 
it not appear evident, that there was Salvation attained 
without a Church in the ſenſe of this Queriſt ? But never 
was there Salvation out of the Cathelick Church, I pray 
marke now, whois ignorant of, or wilfully miſtakes 
2 N we treat of, the Queriſt, or the Re- 
ndent? | 
Thirdly, I deſire you to conſider , in what a wilder- 
g neſs you are intangled, without certain path, or iſſue, if 
ie once you be perſwaded to forſake your ordinary Guides, 
in who lead you. not by their own light, but by the Lan- 
worn they hold forth, which enables you to judge of their 
ee lead ing and your own walking in the rigbt way, and then 
ſe to look for this Chimerical Guide called the Church, For 
you know, 1. General Councils are not ſtanding Guides. 
ch 1. And how ſhall particular Chriſtians. be infallibly aſſu- 
pe red, (and leſs then that, n to the common Hypo 
5 cas 
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theſis! of papiſts, will not ſerve for 2 ground of divine 
Faith) that until wen it i. aflembled is truly 1 0 

meeting of oily lawful Paſtors 5 and that they proceed ſo 

as to be a ſſiſted by the Moly Ghoſt, ſince the Learned are 
not 9 on the Conditions requiſite to make the Body of 
an Aſſembly fir for the ſplrit of Infallibility; and the un- 
learned are never able by diſquiſition to be aſſured that the 

Countilwhichpretehds v be their Guide is juſtly quali- 

fied to be ſo. F 

Again 3. Remembet how ſilent Councils are in caſes of 
conſcience, and particular matters of holy life; in which 
there is as much danger, if you miſtake the way, of ruſh. 
ing into Hell, as in matters of Faith. If reaſon and or- 
dinary Paſtors, without any fancy vf infakibility, can ap- 
ply Seripture · Light to guide out feet certainly ie the way 
to Heaven, why is there more neceſſity of a Council ro 
teach us matters of Faith, than to inſtruc us in holyneſe 
of life? Miſtake me hots 1 acknowledg the Authority 


of CountiR a» uſeful for the | dr made or ee — 
; teachers, which 


for the more vigorous ways 

corrupt the truth. But I ſee no abſolute neceſſity of 
that extraordinary power to teack the Church diffuſive 
the form of wholeſorhe Doctrine eſtabliſhed now by 


the Conſtnt of Ages to the Faith once delivered tothe 


Sar. 1 4 | | 
Har ſuppoſmg u general lawful Council to he the only 
teacher, to be truſted, how ſhall particular Chriſtians be 
infaſhbly afſayed of their Doctrine; the knowledg where- 
of is tonveyed by no other means, but ſuch as are con- 
2 Kad therefore you will ſtit de to ſeeh for 
4 fufficient Stide actording to the Senfe df this Grand- 
sigufor. Alice djcttions made ageinſt the Holy Strip. 
tures as they are uſed for inſtruments to difcover the truth 
and the will of God (which certainly they were by God 
defigned to de, for the benefit of the People as well as Pa- 
ſors) will be more forcibly urged ro the diſcnabling the 
Canons of Councils from being a tert Nule of 1 
1 | an 
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than4hey can be to the degrediag of Scriptures from 


that dignity in the Church: Since the words of a Coun- 
cil in che original cannot be planer nor more expreſſive of 

mind of God, then thoſe which the eternal Wiſdome 
and Holy Spirit of God immediately directed the Pen- 
men of Scripture to endite: And their Tranſlations in- 
to Vulgar 3 are ſubject at leaſt to as many 
uncertainties as the Tranſlations of the Bible; And laſt- 
ly there will ſtill be wanti 
t 


a living infallible Judg , 


7 
— 


at ſhall expound and apply the Canons of Councils to 


particular Chriſtians, which may be called with leſs dan- 
ger of Blaſphemy, a Dead Letter and a Lesbian Rule, then 
che Holy Scriptures are, when they are defamed by ſuch 
diſparaging Charaers faſtned upon thoſe Holy Oracles of 
God by Popiſh writers, bo are, as the antient Hereticks, 
Latifuge Scripturarum. -2!*HoÞ 

' But. notwithſtanding his reprehenſion of me for a feig- 

d correſpondence between the Jewiſh and Chriſtian 

hurch, yet at laſt to maintain the infallidility of gene- 
ral Councils (which, if granted, comes very ſhort of ma- 
king good his deſign, that we ſhould miſtake the Roman 
Church for the Catholik, and the factious Conventicles 


of Italy packed by the Pope to ſerve the intereſt of the 


Court of Rome for Legitimate Councils.) He will be an 
Advocate for the Synagogue. And rather, then the Suc- 


ceſlors of the Scribes and Phariſees ( wbo imitate their 


crimes, and isherite their woes denounced by our bleſſed 
Saviour againſt them) ſhall loſe their priviledg of Infalli- 


bility, the Jews, that in their conſiſtory perſecuted David, 


murdered the Prophets, ſet up Idols in the Temple of God, 
corrupted Religion, and condemned our Saviour the 


Truth it ſelf, ſhall haye the Gift of Infallbility fined upon 


them. What ſhort - ſighted men are other Papiſts in com- 
pariſon of this 7//xminado , who derive the Pedegree of an 
Infallible Guide from St. Peter; when this man de- 
duces it from the Scribes and Phariſees, whom Chriſt 
calls openly Blind Guides, and from the Sanbedrim at 


2 fern- 


(20) | 
; a, who, as theHolyGhoſt fays,took counſel again 
N the ord rodagrint bb andynted'; G 12 
Obſerve rags 1g viz. If I had proyed eſſicacĩ- 


. ouſly, that the High Prieſt with his forenamed- Council 
taught the people Idolatry or any other breach of God: 
Law to be lawful, c. I had overthrown the whole fa. 

brick of bis Queries. | 
Indeed Toffered no large proof of it to you Sir, whom 
] know to be ſo very well verſed in the Law and the Pro- 
phets, that you could not be ignorant of the ſtory and the 
Read2, Sermons, which record plainly and reprove ſharply, the 
Chron. horrid crimes of the Prieſt and Elders,(whether in Coun. 
2 14. , eil, or out of Council, it matters not; ſince neither 
15 ther J. Place, nor company did change their manners) in corrup- 
ting Religion, in ſeducing the People (which certainly 
was done by doctrine as much as by example, and by Au- 
thority abuſed in both) in petſecuting the Prophets, and 
in comply ing with Idolatrous Kings to the erecting Idols 
and Altars to them in the houſe an City of God, tothe 
ſhutting up of the Temple; and extinguiſhing the Lamps, 
and wt.ich is worſe than all cliis,to the rejecting of the ve- 
ry Books of the Law, that the people might not ſee that 
Light, which would reprove their deeds of darknefs, I 
Act. 26.2 may ask the Queriſt , as St. Paul did K. Ayrippe, Belie. 
| "veſt thou the Prophets ? But I dare not anſwer for him 
as St. Paul did for the King, I know that thou bel ieveſt 
them. For indeed the Prophets aſſure us, that the Prieſts , 
( whoſe lips ſhould have kept knowledg, and ſhould have 
raught the people the true way of ſerving God, and there- 
fore the-people were bound to feek the law from the month 
5 of Gods appointed Meſſenger; but were not tyed to re- 
M ceive chaff inſtead of wheat, much leſs poiſon inſtead” of 
9. wine) were themſelves departed out of the way, and cau- 
a ſed many to ſtumble at the Law, and broke the covenant 
Eack. „. Of Levi. And notwithſtanding their vain preſumption, 
— 1 7. controlled by the Prophet Ezekiel (which you ſee is taken 
Jer. 18. is. up by their ſucceſſor) chat the Law ſhould not periſh ow 
the 


* 
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the Prieſt, yet they that handled the law knew not theLord, 1,, 2.8. & 
the Paſtors alſo were brutiſh, and tranſgreſſed againſt God. 10, al. 
But though the prevarications of the Prieſts in the Law; 
and their ſeductions of the credulous people to their ru- 
ine (for if the bliadTead the blind, and none were ſo blind 
as Gods ſervants and meſſengers, were in the Prophet 
Eſays daies, that they not boch fall into the dirch) be writ- Rg. 42. 
ten with a pen of Iron, and graven with the point of a 1, 20. 
diamond upon the horns of their altars, yet this Queriſt Mat. 13. 
would have told a ſe that inquired for the good old way, 14 
that the Prophets of the Lord were miſtaken. For he fays Jer. 17 1. 
he hath clearly ſhewed a Jew of thoſe times, that the High 
Prieſt then in being (fuppoſe for example, Uriah the Prieſt 
who to pleaſe King Abus ſet up an Illegitimate Altar ac- 
cording to the pattern of one at Damaſcut, and ſet aſide 
the Altar of the Lords appointment ) with his crew of 
Court · paraſites was the true viſible Church, to whoſe word 
and practiſe the whole people of God were bound to ſtand: 
and conform. 
IR, I know not what apprehenſions you may have 
of this mans extolling the Jewiſh Prieſt with contradicti- 
on to Gods prophets: But I cannot without horror look 
on the diſcourſe, becauſe I foreſee the conſequence 
of it, and diſcover the drift of it, which is to palliate, 
a too juſtify, the Doctrines of Devils taught, and the 
Laperſtitious and Idolatrous practices in the preſent 
Church of Rome, which are as reconcileable to the ſecond 
Commandement , and that of Chriſt, Thou ſhalt wor- 
ſhip the Lord — God, and him only ſhalt thou ſerve, as Mat · 4. 10. 
the Calf in the deſert, and thofe at Das and Bethel, and 
the worſhip of Baa! were confiſtant with the Law of 
Moſer. * b 
. — that which the Prophets have done, he ſays is im- 
poſſible for me to do, unleſs Fenervate the words of our 
Saviour, Ma. 23. 2,3. God forbid, that 1 ſhould at- 
tempt to enervate the words of him that is the Truth it ſelf, 
| but give me leave to ſhew you, if you do not already clear- 
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1y perceive, that there are no ſinews in bis * trong 
” ous to tyelnfallibility to the Chair, in 
a nd P 


h theSceibes 
ariſees ſate. «i 


To paſs by the obſervation of ſome learned expalitare, 
that by the chair of Afoſes (our Saviour did not mention 
the chair of Aaron, the High Prieſt, to whom alone this 
man no friend to Soveraigu Magiltrates conknes the re- 


- courſe of Gods people )is meant, not ſo much the Spiri- 


tual Authority, (as the Queriſt preſumes } as the Civil 
Power, the. Remains whereof yet indulged by the Roman 
Conqueror to the Jews our Saviour would have preſerved. 
Let us allow that Chriſt enjoyns Obedience both to the Ci- 
vil and to the Spiritual power then exerciſed by the Go. 
vernors of that Nation. What then? Do Preceprs of 
Obedience to our mortal ſuperiors neceſſarily infer Ia- 
fallibility in Parents, who are but the Fathers of ayr'fleſhz 
ar in Princes, who though they be the Sons of God, and 
as the Angels of Gad, yet may fall as one of thoſe cele- 
ſtial Princes? Are they thereby ſo priveledged, that they 
can never enjoyn any thing ſo repugnant to Gods word, 
as that the inferior ſhall be driven for tryal of his Faith 
to the choice of obeying God, rather than man? But 
though Kings are not made infallible , when they are iu- 
veſted with a divine power, albeit Solaman ſays , that a 
Divine Sentence is in the lips of the King, and his mouth 
tranſgreſſeth not in judgement, and their ſubjęcts are ty- 
ed by the Oath of God to keep the Kings .commande- 
ment; yet Prieſts, it may be, have a griviledg above Kings. 
You lee, what.theſe men would be at, and you may quick- 
ly diſcover their. intention to ſeclude Magiſtrates from 
medling with Religion, when he fays, that the. Jews-in 
queſtions about Religion were not to have the laſt refuge 
to the Kings. But the ſacred 'Hiſtory informs us abun- 
dantly, that the Kings of Gods people were the Guardi- 
ans of the Law, and governed the Prieſts ,: and the Re- 
ligious Kings by their ſevere edicts eſtabliſhed the true Kee 
ligion, and retormed the Church, as well as the, State, 
(> and 
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ind preſt the Prieſts(of themſelves otherwiſe backward )to 
atcend their charge, and ro teseh the people, ſo that a zr. 
lous Jew-might with better ſucceſs have made his reſort to 


in Ezekiah , or a ha, then to ſome cheif Prieſts and 


Faſtors , that had been infected with the faſhions of an 
Idolatrous Court. 

But not to inſiſt more on that, conſider the impudence 
of this man, who faſtens upon our bleſſed Saviour that 
which he was ſo far from ſaying, that he ſays elſewhere the 
contrary. For he affirms, that Chriſt ſayes that the Scribes 
and Phariſees were infallible, becauſe they ſate in Moſer's Chair, 
and fo governed the Church of God ſucceſſively and faith- 
fully in matter of doctrine, whence he concludes, that 
neither their predeceſſors, nor they, could teach Error in 
faith or manners. As I have evinced by the Prophets, that the 
predeceſſors of theScribs andPhariſees(or rather thePrieſts 
and Elders which commonly bear the name of the Church) 
were ſo far from Infallibility, that God himſelt for their 
teaching lies, overthrew their Chair; and for their propha. 
ning the Temple, in which they vainly truſted when they 
turned it intoa deff of thieves, God deſerted his own habita- 


gon, and laid it waſt:So he that reads theGoſpel will quick , 


by Scribs and Phariſees, themfel ves, as pinned upon them 

apiſts,) overthrown by our Saviour Chriſt were they 
fecured from error in GY the Law, and teach- 
ing the people the ſenſe thereof, whoſe partial righte- 
$uſneſs our Saviour condemns as inconſiſtent with true 
jaſtice, and whoſe corrupt gloſſes Chriſt confutes, and op- 
poſes his own authority to their comments which adulte. 
rated the meaning of Gods law. But becauſe it may be ſaid, 
that this was a defect in them for want of light and ſpiritual 
obedience was the proper Doctrine of the Goſpel, ſo that 
this js not enough to convince the Scribes and Phariſees of 
error in Doctrine; I anſwer , that St. Paul ſays the Law 
i; in it ſelf ſpiritual, and it was a groſs ſeducing the people 


ple this figment ofInfallibility, (not ſo much ufur- 
P 


in faith and manners, to teach ſuch carn#l DoRrines as 


in- 


Mat. 5. 20. 
oy 


Rom:7. 
14. 


Mat. 16. 
x 1,12. 


Luk. 11. 
32. 
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incouraged and hardned men in in, and kept them from 
repenting of their vain thoughts and vile luſts, which 
lodged in their hearts. But to go a ſtep further. Chriſt 
that commanded obedience to them, (which ny 

muſt be limited by the ſtanding and known Laws of Gods 
people ) exprefly warns his Diſciples to beware of the 
Leaven of their Doctrine. If Chriſt did by the Prece 

alledged evidently ſuppoſe ( as the Queriſt{ays ) that the 
Scribes and Phariſces could teach the people no error in 
faith and manners, then why did our Saviour go about te 
ſecure his Diſciples by ſuch a Caution, whereas they had 
no reaſon to ſuſpect that which the Scribes and Phariſees 
offered them for the food of their ſouls ? Their very ſitting 
in Aeſe s Chair was a ſufficleſit aſſurance; that they were 
as faithful in the Houſe of God as Adoſes, (if you will take 
this mans word, Chriſt meant and ſaid ſo ) and were fo 
wiſe as they could not be miſtaken, and ſo honeſt as they 
would not give ſowr Leaven inſtead of heavenly Manna; 
Oh brave Patron of the accurſed Scribes and Phariſees! 
But Sir, I believe you have read the 23 Chapter of St. 
Marthe throughout, wherein our Saviour ſets out thoſe 
blind Guides, and abominable Hypocrites, who had the 


Key of knowledg ( as the Pope pretends to the cuſtodie 


of St. Peter's Keys) in ſuch deteſtable characters, as are 
inconſiſtent with Infallibility. But ſome will ſay, their 
corruption in manners doth not infer their erroneouſneſ 
in Doctrine, and therefore Pope Alexander the. G. though 
a Devil incarnate, might be infallible in the Chair, as 2 


learned Lady of the Romiſſi ſide, whom you knew, once 


Wiſd.1.5. 


See Job. 
14.17. 


told me. I anſwer, that it will be hard to perſwade a ſo- 
ber Chriſtian that -hath xeverent apprehenſions of Gods 
holy Spirit, that the Spirit of Diſcipline will abide with 
ſuch unrighteouſneſs and uncleanneſs, or that perſons 
immerſed in worldly luſts ſhould enjoy the conſtant pre- 
ſence and influence of that Spirit which leads bumble and 
holy men into all truth, But he that can perſwade you 


Mat. g. ig that they, whom Chriſt calls blind Guides, were not * 
t 
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Council of them could not _ faith, 


| (25:) . | 
but Mo Infallible Dire&tors; may with the fame conß - 
dence and arguments make you belieye, that the Sun ſhines 
in our Horizon at midnight. | 


Ido not forget, that it is not the Pope's Infallibility, 


but a Councils, which the Queriſt pleads for by the exam- 


ple of the Scribes and Phariſees , albeit they were perhaps 


ors of the Law, but few of them members of the great 


Council. But I touch this briefly , becauſe it may be the 


next Papiſt, that creeps into your familiarity, will be for 


' the Pope; 2 this perſon, who hath in his ſecond 
ve 


Paper reſol the Catholick Church into a Council, 
will in his next Paper melt down a Council into the Pope, 


| which is the more likely to be a Guide, becauſe a living 


perſon to be conſulted with, if many reaſons did not hin- 
der our acceptance of him for an infallible one. 


But that the Scribes and Phariſees were guilty of teach - Mar. 15.3, 
ing for Doctrines ny of conſcience, thetradigions —?: 
e 


of men, and did by their devices annul the Commande- 
ments of God, andencourage men under pretence of Re- 
ligious Vows, to diſobey their parents, and by falſe Do- 
&rines involved ſouls in the guilt of per jury, is evident 


®y our Saviours eonvicting and condemning them, Can Mat. 23. 
you now be of the opinion, that this ungodly fraternity 16,17,18, 
of Villains could make up an infallible Conſiſtory by pol. 50. 


ſefling the Chair of Aeſes? If you can entertain ſuch a 
conceit, you bleſs whom Chriſt hath curſed, and 


darkneſs for light, and call blind Guides the Seers, and ſo Ec. 125 


draw down the woe upon your ſelf; Indeed ſuch Guides 
are fit for them, who wilfally wink againſt the light, and 
make themſelves ſlaves to the enemies of true Religion, 
who put out the eyes of their caprived Proſelytes , that 
may — gr ind in their Mils. 
Iwill conclude my Reply to this Paragraph with one 
Propoſal. This Queriſt s ſuch honour to the Jewiſh 
Prieſthood , that the Prieſts ought to be ſimply believed 
upon their word till Sh;/ob came , becauſe they or at leaſt 


I 


tw) -- 

E will not Inſtanee in rhe Council that condemned our 
Savwur, becauſe © although ſome plead for Cn by 
vertue of bis Prieſthood to have been iuſpised by the Holy 
Ghoſt which alwayes a ſſiſted the Chair, yet perhaps this 
Queriſt will not extend the continuance of lafallibility 
thus far : And yet he that hath feigned Chriſt ro a ſſiga it 
to the 8cribes and Phariſees, cannot give gad aud ſolid 
account how Caiphas and his Confederates came in that crj- 
tical hour to loſe it, or why the people without a manifeſt 
Declaration of God to abrogate their Authority, ſhould 
not then alſo be baundto bel 


ieve their ſentence, thou 
it were blafpbewy, and tended to the murder of the Son of 
God; or how Joſeph of Arimathya could be abſolved (ac- 
cardio N prineiples , from beiog an Heretick 
; f and Schiſmatick, for not cooſenting to the counſel and 
| practite of the High Prieſt wich bis Aſſembly, for which 
very. thing the Goſpel commends him to be a good anda 


Euk-23- juſt perſon ;- Gnce at that very time the whole Nation of 


90,51, 


Act. 3. 17. 


Religion, for they believed not any. wond of Spirits pres 

ſent Or to come, and therefore denied «the exiſtence of 

| Angels or Spirits de , end: the reſurrection of the 
Mat.22.2 by the return of ſails ta xeſume their earthly t 

Ad. 23. C. nac ſes repaired, The heads of this Her eſie were the chief 

. of the Nation, and as it fell out in the viciſſitude of 

8 Prieſts, (whoſe office was made venal by the Court) the 

ich Prieſt himſelf was ſometimes a Sidducee. (Read 

AA, 4. 1, and 3. 17.) when fach an Heretich * 

air 
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beit of Ale; or Aden, who becde ee. 
aright , (as our Saviour aſcridez the error of 


— 


( 37;) 
Saddu- 
ctes to their ignorance of the Scriptures.) you may be 

ſure that men of the ſame judgement made up the E 
part of the Sanhedrim. For the an moſitꝝ of the Sadducees 

ainſt the Phariſees, together with their intereſt in the 
obility., was ſuch, that they would not allow. many 
birds of another feather to pearch upon the ſame branch of 

Authority, though one Phariſce Gawali! once was permit- 
ted to be of the Council. No then if a Jew loth to rely 
on his own underſtanding ſhould deſice to be inſtructed in 


this main Article of Religion, - which is the chief root of 
obedience and ſupporter of patience, to whom ſhould he Sce an. 
repair , and whom ſhould he believe ? If you will take the 26. 6, 7. 


eriſts word, The High! prieſt with bis Council was the 
true viſible Church to be hearkned unto, ; But if they de- 
clared their own ſenſe (and no body can reaſonably ima- 
gine that they would contradict themſelves, or as, NA 
once was ſo they all being met together in Council ſhould 
by a powerful Enthuſiaſm be conſtreined to ſpeak contra- 
y to their own mind, and deliver that Truth which they 
ad not approve in their own coaſciences , and ſhould in 
ſpeaking Truth lye by the power of ;the Holy Ghoſt) the 
inquiſitive Jew was bound (contsary to the general ſenti- 
ment of the 12 Tribes, wbich did in the Expectatiotꝶ of 
1 Reſurrection (called the hope of Iſrael) ſerve God day 
and night) to become a Sadduree, to diſbelieve Aeſes, and 
to —.— bimfelf to an everlaſting death , which ſhould 
ſwallow up his perſon and his piety, and * him for 
wer from having any communion with the God of Abra- 
ban, f (aac, faceb. If the Council it ſelf ſhould happen to 
be divided by factions, and interrupted by clamour and vi- 
olence from detefmining any thing, as it was the fate 


df the Coungil, to which the Apoſtle P appeated, then Ac 


what is become of the Viſible Guide? Or how ſhall 

Jews conſcience be ſatisficd of this fundamental doQrine? 

Certainly de muſt remain 3 r , and that 15 next de- 
: 2 _ 


Hofer 


„. 


23. 


See Jer. 5. 
31. 


Mat. 23. 
37. 


| Rock 
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AMﬀ%ift, if be do not fund a clear Rule and a firm 
whereon to build his holy faith, which is the 
ground of a holy life. And if be do, he need not look 
tor an Infallible Guide, which, if he have yet the vain 


gree ko 


* 


2 ſeek for, be will never have the good hap to 
| Leave you now to judge of this mans reſolution of my 


Queries. | | 
And though he be like the Scribes and Phariſees in®hiz 


+ induſtry to make Proſelytes, yet I have no fear of you, 


bur that you can diſcern the fraudulent courſe he takes to 


perſwade, and diſcover the ſad end to which be leads his 


abuſed followers. s. 

"- Since now I have out of Gods word evinced that the 
Prieſts of the Jews, high and low, were not only cor. 
rupt in their private manners, but alſo groſſely ignorant 
of Gods Law, and ſeducers of the people from the true 
ſervice of God, and ſuborners of falſe prophets (for that 
alſo may juſtly be taken into conſideration) for the ſupport 
of their eredit and power with the people, and implpyed 
their Judicial power to condemn the true Prophets, I have 
done enough (mine Adverſary himſelf being Judg) to 
overthrow the frame of his Queries, which were ſer up, 
as Gate or Bulwark ofHell to maintain the Devils deviſe, 
The 1nfallibility of the Church of Rome masked with 
the ſpecious Title of the Catholick Church. And becauſe 
I have alſo by our bleſſed Saviours ſermons and ſentence 
ſhewed the impiety as much as abſurdity of honouring the 
Scribes and Phariſees with a priviledg of Infallibilicy, 1 
baveſaid all that I conceive requiſite concerning his anfwer 
to my ſecond and third Queries, which be refolves thus: 
The Fewiſh Church underitood ar ſupra, (that is,; the Pa» 
Kors of the Church reprefenting the whole, and actin 
with authority for the government of the people) cou] 


not teach any error as matter of divine Faith or Religion. 


Only cake ene Corollary, He muſt have a mind able to 
fallow and concoct Tranſubſtantiation, thät can be- 


lieve, 


— 
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4 (29) | 
ſiere, theſe 3 ſo often complained of by See Jer. 2 · 


God, could do all this miſcheif. in the Church, if they 26, K 23. 
had been ax dumb dogs in the Devils cauſe, as they were in 1, 2. 
Gods) and as ſilent for teaching any error in matter of Read Eſa. 
Religion-, as they were ih the inſtructing of men in Crude 
de true way of God : Or that theſe ignorant and debau- blind 
ched Prieſts being conſulted concerping the Law of God watch- 
would, or ſhquld of neceſſity dy.a ſecret and powerful men, 
inſtinct of an Infallible Gaius perpetually waiting upon dunban . _ 
' them, at leaſt, inſpiring them upon fuch occalions, teach 3% 4 


. — people contrary to their own perſwaſions and prac. i 
riſe. 1 bdbeards 
To the fourth Querie, &. The vanity, falſhood and — could | 


- impiety of the precedent Anſwers to my 3 counter. Queries gerſtand 
being ſufficiently evidenced , it may ſeem ſuperfluous to were but 
difprove-what he builds upon the ſand , . becauſe this will ſorry 
fink of it ſelf with the unſound foundation. But becauſe Guide, 
from that abſurd ſuppo tion of Infallibility ſettled in the woke — 
Jewiſh Prieſthood, he inferrs, that the Jewiſh Church ing infal. 
(he means the Prieſts, or chief Paſtors thereof: for he is lible tea- 
much in proving that the people had very little to do with chers of 
the Bible) by divine direction preſerved the Holy Scrip- Nen 474 
tyres intire without mutilation or addition of any thing fm Hea- 

uncanonical, I ſhall. briefly; conſider this Conſequence, ven. 
which,imports that the preſer vation of Scriptures depend: 
upon the Infallibility of the Prieſts , or the Church that 
keeps it. I confeſs that Gods gratious providence-is re- 
markable in preſerving his pretious Word, conteined in 
the Book of the Law. But I pray you conſider how lit- 
tle the Prieſts above mentioned contributed their care to 
the conſervation of the Scripture, . For in the reign of 

. Idolatrous Kings, who) ſometimes ptofaned the Temple 

with Idols, ſometimes 2 of it, the Prieſts, 
who baſely flattered and officiouſſy ſerved their Kings, 
were ſo far 2 . the Law at all( 9 
more from readi eaching it publickly that. it might; 
be the g of Gods er) thie e ie the 1 
e 


and muctr 


r c be 
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| (59) 
tench, or the whole Law of Aden, or C fü Þdms ulimks the 
| Book called Drwterommie being cafually' found in the og 

ines and rubbiſh of Gods houſe;and then read by the H igh 


1 oſ. 8. Prieſt, was looked upon as a ſtrange thing, which 


were not acquainted withal. But though Prieſts were 
ſometimes careleſs Depolitaries, yet God inſpired ſuch 2 
love of the Law into many of his People, both Prieſta, 
Levites, and Laicks, «that that ineſtimable Juel was never 
. loſt, which God would have preſerve to be the Standard 
of his publick worſhip , the meaſure of priyate devotian, 
and the conſtant light to their walking with God and with 
men in the fear of God. * 
Arid notwithſtanding the ſcandalous corruption of the 
Holy Order ſt ſelf for a time, - pious perſons could then 
be, and were rationally aſſured, that the.Bookiof the Law, 
as well as the law of the Lord, was perfect and uncorrup- 
ted. And I deſire you to take notice that this is the Prin- 
cipal thing which is aimed at by way of inſtance or retor- 
tion to bis fift Querie. For if a. direct true Anſwer be 
8 to my fourth Querie, it will follow by Analogie, 
that Chriſtians may be as perſectly aſcertained of the in- 
tegrity of the Canon of Scriptures , though the major or 
- more eminent part of Biſhops (the Biſhop of Rome nq 
exempted) ſhould be infected with Arianiſm, as once it 
happened , and although all the Biſhopy' of the Reman 
Church cwhich the Queriſt would fa in have us to take for 
the Catholick; but can never perſwade us that a mem» 
ber of a Body is the whole, as we can never believe that 
The Tyrrhene Sea is the whole Ocean) do teach errors as 
matters of Chriſtian Faith. Now this being che delign of 
my Queſtion, by Zeugs out of a Papiſts mouth an An- 
ſwer for a Jew to furniſh a good Chriſtian with an Anſwer 
to a Popiſh Cavil , and to enſnare the Queriſt in His own 
ginn, be craftily tips the Queſtion out of the way, and 
without making any direct anſwer to the Jews inquirie, as 
he offered to do in handliag the former Queries, turns aſide 
to make an impertinent Harangue concerning private 
mens ule of the Scriptures, Mark, 


—_— 
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Mark, I pray my fourth Querie, and compare the re- 
4 10 n; ad von ſee nathing of an Anſwer in this 5 
ä ihe infalliba iy of: the Jewiſh Church was the means 

to preferve the Scriptures entire. The queſtion was not 
about the means by which the Book of Moſes was preſer- 
ved, but about the manner how a Jew might be aſſured of 

the integrity of it. No the truly · pious Jew, who with 

Feremy bemonned qbe corruption of the Church by the 
_ errors.and ſeducements of. the Prieſts,could not make that 

Infallibility( which he did not believe, becauſe he faw the 
contrary q the reaſon why" de believed the Scriptures'to be 
preſerved in purity aud integrity. Ws 

And it is as impertinent to any af my propoſitions; to 
proceed, (az he doth) that it follows: nor thence, that e- 
very private perſon ſhould' find out every particular point 
of Religion by particular or expreſs proofs out of the 
written word alone. 

For I neither make, nor ſuppoſe any ſuchInference from + 
any thing pxcmiſed in my fife Querie. But Sir, I would 
baug yon take notice, that when we make the Holy Scrip-- 
tures the Rule of Religion, and Inſtrument to make us 
wiſe unto Salvation, we do not exclude the Authority of + 
thoſe perſons whom Chriſt bath made dipenſors of Holy 
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Muyſteries; but alwaies fu the Mynifterio to be 4 
Means appointed for 2 — ty' Fiith. 
Again we alle particular Chriſtianz, that are endowedk 
Mich che Spirit of underſtanding, which is one of theigifts RH 1 14; 
which Chriſt received without meaſure; but hath impar- Ic a 34. 
ted to all his li vingmembers according to his good plea- Eph. 4. 7. 
ure in a certaio meaſure, to try tſie Spirits and ag the Phil. 1. 9, 
Fete#ne did to extinine the agre of their larful Ce 1. Þ 
. rs Dacrine/ to che Scripture, And if a Prieſt (though Ad. 17 u, - 
higheſt in a Chucch)rells Chriſtians, that che Bleſted, 
Cop in the Excbariftis not to be given to all them that re- 
ceive tha. Noly Bread, or that may be repreſented by 
any picture ax devife of men in any ſhape wherfoeves , or 
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that any mant Cresture u to be worſhiped with religious 


Wor- 


(03209 
worſhip, "the Sheep of Chriſt, that know their chief Shey. 
bards vbice\,- may dſe their talent of renſon to try theſe 

doctrines by the touch · ſtone of truth. » But we do not af. 
firm, that ĩt is neceſſary for every Chriſtian to deduce and 
prove every particular point of Religion out of Scripture. 

Rom. 15, But ſince the faith once delivered to the Saints with the 

4. rules of Holy Life are now written for our igſtruction 

! and direction by God himſelf, on purpoſe, that they 

4 Sar may be a. Light to our feet, and make wiſe the ſim- 

Prov. 8.7, ple, and therefore the Teſtimonies of the Lord are clear, 
$. - ſure and plain in all things that are neceſſary to be be- 

— lieved and practiſed; therefore every one according to 
Jews at the circumſtances of. bis condition and calting, is bound 
this day more or leſs to aſe the means vouchſafed him by Gods 
are ſo en- providence, and may by diligence ſatisfy his conſcience 

»flaved to in building bis Faith and. Obedience upon Seriptum ect, It 

their Rab- ; : a . 

bies , that 1s written. 27 . 

ifa Rabbi No let us ſee what our Queriſt ſayes to prove, that a 
or wiſe- & le was bound to reſt upon the Authority of the Prieſts, 
man tell (though they were Idolatrous, or infected with Saddu- 
Ae ciſm,)- he endeavors to invalidate my allegations of the 
band is Prophet + Eſay, who expreſlely ſayes in the place * 
their left, The leaders of the people cauſed them to err, and they 
they are that are lead of them are deſtroyed. Is it not evident, that 

A leaning upon their leaders ad, and reſting upon their 

New what Authority was the peoples ruine? God therefore, not 
difference only to Howes them from ſorcerers (as this man reſtrains 
is there thecaution) but alſo from all ſeducers whatſoever, who 
— ſarely would pretend divine warrant to gain credit to 
nate Jew, their erroneous doctrine (for never any one brought falfe 
and an in doctrine upon the ſtage without a vitard ) adviſes his peo. 
fatuated ple to have recourſetd the Law and the Teſtimony, not ex- 

Ta = . cluding the Miniſterie of the Prieſt and Levite, who were 

15 * 7 faithful in things concerning God, if any ſuch could be 
Ela. 8. 20. conſulted with (and ſome ſuch · God did reſerve in the 
worſt times) but giving the people li „if the 
Grandees ſpake not according to that manifeſt Rule, to 

To os = 2 . difdelieve 
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Altbellere - us deſtiate of true Light. The Pro- 


pbet indeed doth not forbid men toreſort to the preſent 
Paſtors of the Church, allows them the judgement of 
Diſcretion, to try the word» of their leaders by the Law, 
which ſhines brightly enough to enligheen their eyes, that 
they may difcera Chaſt from Wheat, and falſe doctrine 


from true. Let the next Paper, if it can, ſhewthe con- 
trary : for this offers nothing to that purpoſe, Till then, 


and for ever, the Law and Teſtimony written by Gods 

— ge ſtand for a Rule of Paſtors teaching, and peo- 

'ples ing. __— 

F Next he R 2proofs of his aſſertion out of Dem. 17.8. peut. 1). 
12. Mal. 2. 4. The Devil could find Scriptures to ad- fl. If there 
vance his temptations. But Conſider the violence offe- ariſe a 
red to Gods word by this racking it. As to that of Afoſes, ungegoe 
there is indeed there an eſtabliſhment of à High Court thec in 
without appeal, to whoſe cognizance are referred all im- judgment, 
portant Controverſies about the Law of Aſoſes, which be- between 
ing in the whole frame of it divine, gives a tiacture of — Sg 
Religion ro thoſe cauſes, that were for the ſubſtance Ci- een 
vil, or concerned the outward eſtate of perſons of the pfea and 
people. | pleaz and 
In that Court. che Prieſts and Levites, who by their of. feteren 
fice were bound to ſtudy the whole Law of God, and fit to ang 
expound the political Statutes given by the hand of Aaſes froke 3 
for the government of that Nation, but contrived, enac- Ce. 
ted and endited by God bimſelf , did fit with the Elders , 

as Judges, Now judg you, whether the ſubmiſſion re- 
quired of all Jews being at difference about civil matters 


to the ſentence of that Court, ſignify any thing to enforce 


upon Jews an obligation to believe and obey the Prieſts in 
things, when common reaſon aſſured them, that their 


4ofrine, practiſe, and injunQions were contrary to the 


Law of God? Submiſſion to the ſentence of a Supreme 
Court, (which was —— peace to put a period to 
contentions) did not obli party adjudged to believe 


ge | 
che ſentence to be juſt, -though * #ggricved party had 
F no 


24 tryal ? 


(34) Ms 

no remedy rl the judgof all the wor ld appeat to dg righn. 
That thofe Judges did often turn judgment into worm- 
wood , it is evident by the Prophets and it is well known 
chat that Court ſetled at Jeraſalem, having taken to them- 
ſelves the power of judgitig Prophets, did very often con · 
demn he Lords true Prophets. Now what Maſter of rea- 
ſon can ever fairly deduce from the outward ſubjection, 
which was neceſſary both for wrath and Conſcience to 4 
Supreme Court of Gods inſtitution, though the Judges 
were not infallible in judicature, That thoſe Prieſts were 
infallible teachers of Religion „ whoſe word was to 
be taken and relyed on without refuſal or ſo much as 

As to that of the Prophet A4alachi, it is ſubtilly done of 
him to touch it lightly, but fraudulently. done to cite it 
imperfetly. . It is enough that I have already ſhewed the 
full ſenſe of the Prophet, who declares what the Prieſts 
were by their office obliged to do, and from their Digni- 
ty and Duty aggravates the crime of the debaucked Prieſts 
of that age, who abuſed both their power and alſo the peo- 
ple. And this ſharp- reproof is far enough from proving 
them then to be infallible. | 

But this Queriſt ſurely preſumes yon to be a. Papiſt _ 
already, and of that form that is unlicenſed to read 
the Book of God, Elſe, he could not be ſo ſtupid, as 
to affirm that which any one but indifferently verſed in 
the Seriptures knows to be falſe. Or it may be (and that 
is very likely, ) he himſelf is very little acquainted, with 
the Bible, but borrows both his citations: of Scriptures 
by balves, and alſo his Anſwers to them, that are 
commonly alledged by us, from his. deluding Ma- 
ſters, - Otherwiſe how were it poſſible that a diligent 
reader of Scripture ſhould ſay , (mark his words) 
i was fer from the Ordinances of Moles , that every private 
believer- had licenſe to pernſe the Scripturet; When no- 
thing is more inculcated by God, aod- Afo/ts, then that 
parents ſhould earn, gnd teach their children the Law, 

k 7 bind 
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Lind it abour-rheir arms, make Phylacterĩes of it, and by 
all means poſſible der.ve unto poſterity the Ordinances of 
God and the Hiſtory of his Providence, which are the 
ſubject of the Holy Scriptures. If it be ſaid, that al 
this they might do without Book, becauſe once in feven 
years , they heard the Law read , we muſt then allow the 
jews quicker apprebenlions and more comprebentive aud 
tenacious memories then we have in our generations. But 
ſee the unpardonable ignorance or impudence of this 
cr0ſs-grained Querfit , who ſays the Law was to be read 
once onely in ſeven years, Dent, 3 1. 10, 11. Both that pre · 
„ Which 22 the Law to be read in the Panegyris at 
be Fealt of Tabernacles in the Sabbatical year, include 
a Prohibition of the Jews to read the Bible by themſel ves, 
and to meditate in the Law, day and night, as occalion 
ſerves, which is a bleſſed imployment, Bſadl. 1. 1, 2. 
Would Moſes deprive them of this happineſs? Or was 
that Statute broken by the Jews every Sabbath day, as of- 
ten as Moſer was rad in the Synagogues , in every City, 
as St. (nor tells us it was the Cuſtome of old ſo to do? 
Markt 
his companions; I ſay, literate, becauſe he ſays, that 
paſſage of Moſer, and the ſtory of Eſdras, Nebem. 8. 12, 
13. Was all, We(that is, P — read in Scripture of 
the common Peoples knowing the written word. Bleſſed be 
God that We Proteſtants, may and do read more, that 
aſſur es us, that the word of God did dwell, plentifully a- 
mong the Jews, and ought to do ſo with all Chriſt ins, 
without Buſhels ſet over the Light, as in the Church of 


en the Sophiſtry of this illiterate impoſtor , and Ad. 13.21. 


Rome. Let we do not aſfirm, that every Idiata, or pri- * e- 
vate ſervant of God could by his priyate ſtudy attain to „%, 
the full meaniog of. euery bard ſentence. None of us 2. Pet. 1. 
thinks this neceſſary, or poſſible. Yea, we make a queſti- 16. 

on at leaſt, whether any High Prieſt, or Council, under , gy - 
the Qld or New Teſtameot ever fully underſtood all the re, 
things hard to be underſtood , or hard to be interpreted Heb, 3. 


intheLaw,and Prophets, or in n 9 11. 
. WET > ical 


hicabwritings. It is enough (as eo my purpoſe, and in- 
deed for the ſafety of Gods people) that the Faith and 
Duty of every one was written with a ſu -beam , and [ay 
open to be read and underſtood. by the common people 
with the help of a good Guide, though be werebelow In. 


fallibility. 


And it was a grievous fault in the deſpifers of 


the riches of Gods Grace, that God had written for 
them the great things of his Law, and they were coun- 


red as a ſtrang thing. This 


norance by another miſtake , 


riſt doth bewray his ig- 
ſame conſequence in his 


deſign to make the Lui and People dependent on the 


Hi 


for the ſenſe of Scripture, He ſays, E ſa ca- 


the chief Prieſt interpreted the Law to the Levites, and 
enabled them to expound it to the people. Indeed Fal 


was a Prieſt, and a perfect 


Feribe, by whoſe induſt 


and 


Gods ſpecial aſſiſtance the Books of Maſes, the P/almer , 
and Prophers were colle&ted into one body of Oracles, which * 
was in truſt committed to the cuſtody of the Jews. Bur 


not Ezrah, but Zehoſbrab was then Hi 
no doubt was diligent 


in the diſcharge of 


Prieſt, who 
ſacred office, 


whiles 'Ezrab was active in interpreting, chat is, tran- 
ſlatingthe Law written in the Hebrew Language, which 


was well-nigh loſt with the vu 
ty, who were accuſtomed to 


r in their long captivi- 
common ſpeech of the 


Chaldeans their Lords, and rendr ing ix intelligible in 


their familiar tongue, and alſo in expounding 
ing the Law to their 
Levites , that they might be well inſtructed to 
their office of teachin | 
Exra did much help, 

mon people 
of their 
the atten 
ſincere and un 


uſe, and in aſſi 


app 

ting 
rm 
le. Now this work of 
hinder or obſtruct the com- 
their e ſtudy of the Low; and the uſe 
articuhar judgment was fairly conſiſtent wich 
ce on the publick Miniſtery, which was then 
pted ; but was aot ſo thro 


ut the 


whole courſe of the Jewiſh Politie. And for this reaſon 
nothi 
ſtrengt 
hood for ever, 


can be concluded from Exzrat's 
pretended Infallibility of 


and actions to 
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' Now the Jews indeed wanted the beneficial Ati of 
printing, and this defect made the Copies of the Law leſ⸗ 


frequent, then the Bible is now adayes. Yer ſuch was - 


the zeal and dilfgence of pious men in that Nation, that 
the Law was not ſo rares thing; as this man would per- 
ſwade you. There was then no prohibition of the High 


prieſt or Sanbedrim either to tranſcribe, or to ttanſlate 


the Law and Prophety, or to read them in their Original, 
or tranſlated, no not in our Saviours Age, when he ſent 
his Auditors to 8 to ſearch for teſtimonies of 
bim ; wben indeed it bad been in vain for the people to 
- have made their recourſe to che Phariſees, Priefis 
and Elders, who through iggorance'of the Scriptures de- 
nied Jefus robe the Chriſt, and bat oFmalice execommuni- 
cated all choſe that underſtood the Scriptures better then 
themſelves, and by their light were led to own Jeſus to be 
the Glory of Iſrarl. I hope you will apprehend this to be 
ſafficieat to vindieate your ticle to the Scripture, 2nd 
your power to uſe it decording to ther judgement of dif- 


cretion, which every Chriſtian , that ſtande bound to 


give an account of his faith, cannot be denied, without 
uſurping 4 dominion over faith; the very ſuſpicion 


whereof, St. Paul, although he were truly iafallible, yet 2 Cor. i. 
157 24. 


did carefully deeline. 2 | 

The Queriſt treads the beaten path of Papiſts in debaſin 
"the boly Scripture; and diveſting it of the firnefs an 
power to be a compleat Rule, and an effectuꝛl inſtrument 
of faith, chat he may make room for a new Quack: of 
which impious way to diminiſh the credit of Word, . 


Heave you, or any ſober Chriftian"thac loves and reve- _ 


rences that invaluable pledge of Gods love, ro make a 
judgement without my further cenſure,” But give me leave 
to nd b ome remarks ofthis Diſcaorfe. - 
- [Firſt 1 obſerve, that he often joyns the Rule and 
Means of Faith together , and confounds. them fo ; as if 
ey were one and rhe fame thing, But the ditiaQipn of 
two is of great importance to the preventing; or 
the ending of frivolous Diſputes, The 
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The Rule of Faith i that guhlick ſtandard of Chriſti an 
Keligion, which includes things of belief and pratiice; 
both in the ſervice of God ,+ and. alſo in converſation 
wich men. The adequate Rule of Faith for Chriſtians is 
the Word of God revealed by Chriſt, or the Goſpel 
which muas firſt præeached, and chen written by the inſtin& 
of the ſzme Spitit, (Ae. 10. 8. 1 Fet u. 21) The Goſpel 
in this ſence doth include in it the whole Scripgure of the 
Old Teſtament , the divine Authority e affirms, 
Fertul l.de __ confirms by the harmony of bock. This Rule is one 
veland. and immoveable ; and fo entirely delivered by the A- 
vigin. Ppoſtles, that it is uncapable of addition, and the attempt 
{pcakins of addition or mutilation or any corruption makes the fal- 
ing the fifier: of this Rule liable to adreadfull Anathews denoun- 
Creed; ced by St. Paul, Gal. f. 89. Now becauſe the holy $cri- 
Regula f. ptures in their fulneſs contain this Goſpel, therefore they 
% are uſually called by the ancient Fathers both Greek and 
2 75 1 lin. Latin, che ſtraight, 9 unſwerving Rule of Faith, 
* mebilis, & that can deceire none, and needs: no correction. This 
; irreforma- Rule contains and like a Ligbt holds forth the object of 
. our Faith, and is not the leſs a Rule of Faith, becauſe this 
holy Scripturecomprehends many other things of great uſe 
for our laſtruction and ſpiritual delight; as a Carpenters 
Rule juſtly carries that name, and ſerves the turn of mea · 
ſuriog Ruif and work, though it be ſer out with ornamen- 
tal and uſeful Tables.» r „ bur 4% 
Tou may now apprehend what we; mean by the Rule of 
Faith. But the Means of Faith ſignifie another thing. 
For whatſoerer by its nature and efficacy doth ſerve to 
bring man to the knowledge, right underſtanding, and 
full aſſurance of the ſaying Truth comes undenthis Noti- | 

on, the Means of Faith. The holy Scripture as it conveys 

unto us the Goſpel, which it contains and preferves,. is in. 

deed a principal inſtrument of God to work that faith 
which is his gift. Moreover God hath in his wiſe governe: 

ment of the Worl d and his Church * many means, 

which according. to the courſe of his providence A 

| ute 


„ 


* 
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buce to the working of faith in ont hearts; There are ſome 
ar 


whereof the chief is the publick Miniſtry, which 


| Wrompared to 4 Candleſtick. that holds forth the light to 


the houlhold of faith. And not only paſtorz are the means 
of faich, but alſo Pirents, and Maſters of Families, and 
*vety good Chriſtian, wbich is, as Chriſt ſays of bis Diſ- 
1885 in general, (for the twelve Apoſtſes were not then 
fefected out of wie multitude ) the light and ſalt of che 


ry often the happy propagators of the. faith. Beſides men, 
ome things, as Bqoks, are inſtrumental to promote our 
Anowledge and faith, There are ſome inward means of 
faich, as our ſenſe and rat onal ftaculrics , in the exerciſe 
whereof if there de not an actual certiinty allowed, the 
whole frame of civil ſociety will be diflol ved into confuli- 
'on, and'the foundation o Religion will fink, ſince faith 
is a reaſonable ſervice, and was hrſt built upon their ſight 
'which were eye witneſſes of the Goſpel, and now comes 


by hearing, ( Rew, 10. 17. ) which two (gnſes ate the in- Lob. 1.2. 
ſtruments of Diſcipline. , Neither, will J exclude Oral or 48.4. 20. 


practical Tradition from being. a means to propagate the 
faith. But this is ſo ſlippery à way, ſo changeable , un- 
certain, and liable to-corruption , and. forgery „ as ap- 
2 by the (ſuperſtitions of Heathens and Jews, for the 
"divine Authiority of all which Tradition was pretended, 
that without Scripture to ſupport.it Tradition is too weak 


to hold up faith. Thus it appears that the, Rule of faith 


1 Joh. 1. i. 


can be but one, and it muſt be common to all, as the * faith * Tit. 1. 3. 


and ſalvation are common, and it muſt have thg,unmovea- 
le certainty of a Rock, for man to build on... And this 


BY firmneſs you may call, if you pleaſe, Infalhbility „ for 
"this property of God, who is adds, (Tit. 1. 2. Heb, 


5.18; ) can neicher be deceived , nordeceive , is commu- 
'nicared to his Word, which is the. Truth ic ſelf, and 
therefore the Rule of faith. But the term, Infallible, is a 
$holaſtical Novelty , which neither Scripture, nor the 


ancient Fathers uſed to attribute unto the Church; büt 


NOW 


Jed. v. 3. 


earth, by communicating the Word unto others, are ve- — 


K 
3. 
to 14. 


now it makes ſuch a noiſe in the world with the ince ſſant 


(30) 


of Papiſts , that it ſtupifies many mens ſenſes and 


ringi 
L . andings. But the Means of faith are manifold, 
which, where God himſelf by his Spirit manages them, are 


effectual to beget a ſaving faith, though many of them are 
far ſhort of Infallibility, though Papiſts in their confuſad 
way of talkin * Infallibility in the Ground, Rule, 
and Means of Faith equally, J N | 
Again, Pray note his unproſperous fraud in the abate. 


ment of the Scriptures perfection and all ſufficiency t 


reach us the whole myſtery of godlineſs, without ſetting 


us to ſeek out elſewhere for a remnant of faith, or an un- 


written Word. For he- confeſſes the Scriptures to bea 
profitable, but +partial Rule, which contains many of the 
moſt important points of Religion ny and expreſſy 
enough, to ſatisfie any capacity, but wilful pertinacy , 
and for the reſt which are not thus expreſſed, it refers us 
to the Church, and the Governors thereof, &c. For 
certain the Monarchy of the Pope, and the Infallibility of 
the Church of Rewe, are the fundamental ſtones of the Ro- 
miſh Religion, and if they could be. proved true, are of the 
- moſt importance to the eaſe of conſcience and the peace of 
Chriſtendom in that luggiſh and ſervile way, wherein Pa- 
piſts would lead us: and therefore it is no wonder that PI- 
piſts h are true to their intereſt, contend earneſtly for 
Theſe that are ſuch points, as being once admitted they fa- 
cilitate the reception of all other Do@rines whatſoever, 
Now let the Papiſts ſhew theſe two clearly expreſſed in 
Scripture, or ſhew us 2 good reaſon why the Apoſtle 
ſhould have 2 rome mind to tell the after. Ages of the 
Church of bis 
.of thoſe points which according eo their opinion are ne- 
ceſſary to preſerve the Church In peace, eſpecially thei 
and there when St. Paul had it in bis deſign to recouns all 
the grounds, motives, and means of Chriſtians keeping 
the unity of — orig in the bond of peace, and yet ha 
left out the Head 


oak and Parchments, then to Inform then 


ip of the Pope, and the Magiltery of 
6 
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the Infallible Guide, the Roman Church, What reaſon 
imaginable can be given, why Chriſt. and his, Apoſtles 


ſhould not have an equal kindneſs for all the important 
ines of Religion, and an equal care to conſepve 
their memory by writing 2 or-indeed what need was 
there of writing any thing at all of particular points, 
when : one Reference of us to the Church for all, 
would have ſerved the turn & would not one precept writ- 
ten of, Ask the Church, that is the governors of it; or, 
inſtead of Search the Scriptures, Inquire for the univer. 
ſal Tradition of Chriſtendome, have been convenient and 


ſufficient for our ſatistaction in all points as well as in 


ſome ? Ah, how palpable is the folly of vain and proud 
man, when he oppoſes the wiſdom of God? But when I 
ſeriouſly conlider.what this man writes of the Scriptures 
referving us for the reſt of our Faith to the Church , or 
univerſal Tradition, I cannot but. wonder at his con- 
fdence of your credulity , if you were bound to 
take his word; who offers no proof of what he af- 


firms. . f | He f 
But we ſhall juſtly conelude him to bely the Scripture, 
till he or ſome body for him * ſome place of Scrip- 
ture , which expreſſely referrs us for ſome important 
points of Religion unwritten to the oral teaching of the 


Church, or to the univerſal Tradition of-Chriſtendom, 


If this Queriſt be asked the "Queſtion , Where hath Scrip< 
tare made the partition of the Faith into the Word of God 
written, and the word unwritten, and ſet up a Chrifti- , 
into ſtand (as the Angel in St. 7ohn's:vilion) ſtood with 
the rfht foot on the Sea, and the left foot on the land) , 
with one foot on the unſtable waters of Tradition, and 10. 
the other fixed en the firm ground of Scripture, he 
muſt be as mute as the man . — the wedding garment 
was, , 

But after all this pray obſerve, bow irreconcileable 
this-mans allowance of Scripture to be a Rule clear e- 
wugh.for mavy weighty Me Religion, is wa 

a. 


* — 


* 


4, 


| Clitiſtendome, | 
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his 'Conettſiqn eküſten, That the fole Rule general. for all' 
PRIN: and alf points of Religion is univerſal» Tradi- 


T1 
Whetens he = to oppdſe a Chriſtians receiving 
and knowing what he is to believe , what not, by his fole 
peruſat of Gods written word, be fights not agi inſt any 
aflettion of ours, but againit bis on Jack frow : we | 
adviſe Chriſtians ro mabe ufe of faithful guides as well as 
the licht, and to learn the uſe of the Rule by con- 
ferring with ſpiritual builders , that can inform them 
in che application of it, and not to neglect any 
meines which God offers them for their conduct in the way 
, ee 3 

- The cbchmon Mons aptinfitihe dignity and effica. 
cy of wage de Papilts repeat —— — 
to the Scandal of Chriſtmanity, and the advancement of 
Atheiſm, ate zbuntantly anſwered by the Champians of 
out Religion; 't6 whith I would refer you, if 1 did not 
kfidw you able. codifcover their impertinency and impie- 
ty together. Bur I will put you inmind, that the unlear. 
rel Phofeſtants „ if depend upon the credit of o. 
thers; what are the vof Scripure, (when the La- 


ick that cannot read hears the Miniſter that duth, and may 


ak his neighbour that can read whether the Miniſter read 


, and the ignorant Ay ask the'fearried; and the weak 
nm. uk e ſtrong, and u ven by ſome means 
of other may ef rhe words of Scriprure being 


faitlifally d liveted unc them) ure in no worſe conditi- 
on, then unleurned papiſts, who depend upon the cre- 
dic of ſurly (and very often 4 ) Priefts., or intereſted 
Biſhops, for knowing what is the uhiverſal Tradition of 


-Avto the learned, whom the Queriſt rakes into con- 
ſideration, I pray obſerve, whether the Scholars of borh 
the oppoſite ſides do not dillent æ much about the univer- 


ſal Tradition of the points in diſpurs, ', #3 about the 
ſetiſe of 'Scriptur$&-rged on eber fide, "If fo ( 45 you 
29 will 


* 
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vill be ſure to pad it] chen Apon the ſame ground which 


this man layes as ſufficient for the removal of Scripture. 


from being a rule, Tradition alſo muſt be caſhiered. Re- 


member that the learned Papiſts who differ about the Con- 


ception of the bleſſed Virgin Adar, do on either ſide urge 


For their defence univerſal Tradition. 


If then it be not ſufficĩent to determine this centrover- 


fie , why ſuonld it be ſer up to juſtle Ser ipture out of its 
Seat to make room for another means of determining con- 


troverſies, which is as uneffectual, and indeed infinitely 


more unkt ? If a Papiſt ſay, that the determination of this 
point is not neceſſary , ( which-4s a groſs abſurdity, be- 
cauſe this remaining undetermined no ſmall part of Po- 
piſh worſhip of the Virgin Mary, as the Feait of the Im- 
maculate Conception , hath no certain ground of Faith , 


and by the Apoſtle St. Paul's ſentence is Sin) we may with 
more reaſon ſay , that the determination of the point: 
in controverſie between us is not neceſſary : Or if ĩt be 
neceſſary, that determination is to be regulated now, as 
the decilion of things in diſpute was of vid in the general 
Councils , by the Scripture, or written word of God, 
by which Traditlon ĩt ſelf is to be meaſured and judged ; 
33 St, Paw made the Scriptures the , or meaſure 
of truth bet den the Tradition of the Jews:on the one 
lide , and che Chriſtians on the other fide concerning the 
Reſurrection of J eius Chriſſ t. 
L Beeauſe here is frequent mention of Tradition ? and 
the ambiguity of the word is apt: to beget miſtakes; and 
confuſion therefore give me leave to unfold: the Senſes 


the matter in hand. T 


tion is ſometimes — to 1 
, nify che thing delivered, whether the way of delivery de 


writing or ſpeaking, and Tradition thus taken materi- 
aly is indifferent to che being written, or unwrit- 


. ten : for the ſame Pradition, or Doctrine OS 


Goſpel which was at one time unwritten ; 


Rom, 14 
23» 


* Mat, 267 
15. 

Read 1, 
Cor. 13.33 


4 


of the word, that we w_ a clear apprehenſion of 
r 


been written, and for certain was at another time wWrit- 


en, | G 2 And 


| Gay). . - 
Aud the Jewiſh: Traditions, wlich for many genera- 
tions paſt hy a ſucce ſſi ve conveyance without Book, bave 
been by the committed at length to vvriting for 
their better Secukłity. And the Papiſts now make no ſcru - 
ple of vvritiogeheir Traditions, vvhich they call che un. 
vvritten Word of Gad {let them juſtify the preſumption 
Mat. 14.2. el larthey can). Noyv as the Traditions of the Elders 
;, 6. mentioned in Scripture ſigniſy the doctripes and Ceremo- 
nies, that yvere: delivered. by the Fathers; but vvere 
diſtinct from the Law vvritten: So when vve ſpeak of 
Traditions in the Chriſtian Church; vve do no in theſe 
latter ages commonly underſtand ſome particular do- 
ctrines or Rites or matters of fact delivered with a pre- 
tente of divine or at leaſt Apoſtol ical Authority for their 
— which are not expreſſed in the written word 
Fer . 

Thbeſe Traditions once accepted and commended: by the 
t reſent Church of Rame the Conventicle at Treu, hath ve- 
ry ſeverely; enjoyned to be received and embraced. with 
an eg ion of holy reverence, wherewith we en- 
tertayn the ſacred Scriptures themſel ves. But to keep up 
the myſtery of iniquity with the liberty of laying aſide old 
Traditions, and giving credit to new inventions; us their 
intereſt and occaſions may require, — determined 
the Canoh of Scriptures, and numbred the Books 3 yet 
0 would not reckon up and determine the Traditions of the 
Church, that Chriſtians might know what is the perfect 

20d fixed Rule of Faith. . _ © hot 
Thus Romaviſts; th they have a larger Object of 
Faith, then we bave, yet they have no certain meaſure ; 
becauſe the Traditions:of the Reman Church arelike the 
Moon ſubject to decreaſes, (es the giving of the Eu- 
chariſt-to Infants was once held by D. Innocentins 3. as 2 
Madonate Doctrine of Faith, and a Tradition of the Church; but 


— Ke after co years practiſe wore out inſenſibly, and hath been 
ſeth thus condemned by the Councils of Conſtauce, and Trent with 

e dawn) ad increaſes uſo, und therefore thei 
ba! Tz Religion 


15 04 
Religion is indeed Irregulat. But concerning Tradi- 
tions as the word ſignifies particular points of beliefe or 
practiſe in Chriſtian Religion, theſe 3 Rules are worth 
Obdſervation. ä | 
1. Whatſoever is offered to us or enjoyned to us in be- Mi credi 
lief or practiſe under colour of being a Tradition, if it Pu volu- 
de repugnant to the written word of God, or deftruc- — 
tive of Gods preceprs 7 ought to be rejected by Chriſti- „ . 
ans. Chtiſts reaſon together with the refutation of ritatem. 
PhAfſaical Traditions confirms the Truth of this Rule, Aug.. 13. 
2. Whatſoeyer is obtruded upon us under the-pretext — og | 
of being a Tradition, that is neither clearly delivered in, Mark z. 
nor fairly by good conſequence deduced out of Gods 53,13. 
ritter word, needs not, and ought not to be received as 
à matter neceſſary to. Salvation, The manner of conve- 
niency ,- or neceſſity, wherein things which are ſtrangers 
to Sctipture are held, is carefully to be taken notice of. 
For ſeveral practiſes have been in early times introduced 
under ſhew of conyeniency(astheApoſtleſays, ſome bodily 
exerciſes carry a plauſible ſhew' of wiſdome ) which ha« 
ving once obtained credit by the favourable commendatt. 
on of eminent perſons and cuſtome; have been in ſacs 
ceſſion of time adorned with the Title of Tradition and 
grown up from being thought convenient to be accoun- 
ted and preſt as neceſlary to Salvation. This danger is 
to be prevented by circumſpe&tion, And the per fectlon of 
Scripture as it is a compleat Rule of Religion proves the 
truth aud uſefulneſs of this ſecond Rule. 875 
ze Doctrines of Faith and divine Wotſhip being ſecus 
red by Gods written word from intruſions of humane ins 
yentions : if any Rites or Ceremonies can be proved by 
fair Teſtimonies of Antiquity to have been practtſed by 
the Church unlverſal of primitive times, and are ſtill con- 
tinued by the Authority of Church Governors as tending 
to edification;or the free and open profeſſion of our Faith, 
whether they be called Traditions or no, are not lightly to 
be rejected 3 much leſs violently oppoſed. by private © ri- 
ans, 


(46) 
Nians. Thus much for Traditions, as meaning Matters of 
Religion delivered down from former times to poſterity, 
But Tradition often bears another ſence, and is taken 
formally for the manner of conveyance of matters that 
concern Religion, which is partly oral partly practical. 
The joynt agreement of Doctrise and practice continued 
by ſucceſſion of one Age after another, whillt one genera- 
tion derives to another the whote body of Religion , is 
now called Tradition, and of late is aſſerted by Papiſts in 
this. Kingdom to be the only Principle and Rule of Sich, 
and affirmed to be of its own nature infallible and incor- 
ruptible , and to be evident by its own light. And thus 
the order of inquiring for the ancient dayes and old wayes 
is quite inverted: for now we need only ( 3 Ann 
mark what the preſent Church of Rome doth, and beca 
Tradition cannot fail nor vary, therefore the Popes Court 
at this day, with the Church, Altars, Pictures, Wafers, 
mangled Euchariſt, adoration of the Virgin Aa, Invo- 
cation of Angels and Saints, offering of a real Sacrifice 
for Souls in Purgatory, and offering of the Maſſe to God 
for the honour of Saints, is a true Glaſſe, wherein yoy 
may ſee the face of the-Church when St. Peter ſate Biſhop of 
Rome. This is the aim of the Queriſts Diſcourſe to ſer up 
this Tradition inſtead of Seriptüre. If you will not be- 
lieve him, you may chooſe , becauſe he tels you plainly it 
is not his work to prove any thing. But I will give you 
little touch of proving the vanity of this pretence. The 
experience of all Ages before the flood, after the flood, 
in the Jewiſh Nation, and in the Chriſtian Churches, 
doth manifeſtly ſhew, that the derivation of Religion from 
mouth to ear, from hand to hand, from Fathers to chil- 
dren, from Prieſts to Succeſfors, from Age to Age, this 
—— _ OG, —— ſed — preferred 
re the Ser iptural way of preſerving and propagating 
and recovering of Religion, bath been and may be quickly 
corrupted, often interrupted, and hath ſuffered notorious 
changes,and may do at any time, when ſloth, and fenſyaliry, 
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to be conlidered at preſent, is tbe difficulty of applying 


CE © X 
and neglect of the light, and vanity of mind ſet forward by 


Religion. But I will add another Argument go anotber pur. 
« 7 St. Paul by word of mouth aka 1.7 . 
what he thought not expedient to write, to wit, what hin- 


dered the Man of fin from being revealed. Here was mat- 
ter of conſequence that concerned the Church delivered by 


word of mouth, which if it had beep written as well as that 
Character of the Man of ſin, the fame Scripture, which 


preſerved and conveyed the one, would have alſo ſecured: 


the knowledge of the other to poſterity. If now an emi- 


nent Church failed in deriving one point of Doctrine to 


after. Ages, which with little difficulty might have been 
kept and taught, but is now loſt far not being recorded in 
Seripture, what likelihood is there, that the whole body of 
Chriſtian Religion was, or could be traduced entire and 
pure meerly,by oral Tradition, without dependance on the. 
Scripture, for 1600 years ?- For my part I think ſtill, that as 


the Church of the Jews were either more or leſs pure, and. 


their Religion more or lefs flouriſhed in truth and ſinceri- 


ty, as the Governors gaveheed more or leſs to the light of 
the Law written; in like manner according to the degrees 


of Paſtors attendance to the holy Scriptures the Tradition 
of Chriſtianity hath varied. Therefore the Script ures are 
the only fixed and ſtable Rule of Religion, ] 

Laſtly, Let us allow the Rule of Hintentins Lirinenſis, 
ned ow, quod ſemper, quod ab omnibus, non eſt erratum, fed 
traditam That which RR taught every where, always, 
and by all Paſtors of the Church, is not an error, but à true 
Tradition, If we make Antiquity, Univerſality, and Con- 
ſent,twiſted tagethet. the meaſure of our faith, for certain 
we ſhall have a very ſhort Creed, and that large Aſſumen- 
tum, that new piece of Italian ſtuff which was woven'tn the 
Shop at Trent; and by the Popes ſtitebing is added to the old 
garment of the Church (the Cenſtentinepalit an Creed) mutt of 
neceſlity be pared off, and thrown away. But the main thing 


this 


the Devils malice and cunning mahe men weary of the true 


alan an 2 Theſ. 2. 
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. this Rule, for the examination of the Doctrines which pre: 
f Im 4 tend to Tradition; and che tryal of the Spirits, even of all 
21. Doctrines, befqre we truſt any Teacher, is alwayes an act 
of Chriſtian prudence; ſq long as the world is peſtered with 
falſe Prophets. For can you, or any reaſonable man imagin, 
that Univerſal Tradition of the Catholick Church is more 
evident in it ſelf, and more conſpicuous to learned and un- 
learned, and eaſier to be applied by particular Chriſtiang 
then the Scripture, the ſtudy-whereof for the difcovery of 
. ſo much as is neceſſary to be believed and done, requires 
infinitely leſs pains, then is requiſite for the certain know - 
ledge of what the Church in all ages and places bath taught 
as matter of faith neceſſary to ſalvation? You Sir are pret- 
ty well verſed in Books;and have been inquilitive into An- 
tiquity, and I believe you will conclude it much eaſier, to 
know the mind and will of God, (which is the meaſure of 
— 12.2 ſpiritual wiſdom, and the Unum neceſſariam, the One thing 
* 10 neceſſary for us to ſeek after)then to learn the ſence of the 
, Church, that is, till according to the Queriſts Expolition, 
of the chief Paſtors in all Ages,concerning the points in de- 
bate between us. Tocloſe up th Diſcourſe, try whether 
you find not within your ſelf enough of reaſon to conſent 
to this reſolution ; he that by attendance on Gods Ordi. 
nances diſpenfed by'a faithful Miniſtry and by private ſtu- 
dy of Gods Book hath learned the Goſpel of Chriſt,and-isa 
good practical Scholar of the ſaving Grace of God which 
appeared unto all men (a Catholick Light, common as 
Tit.2. 11, the Sun) teaching u, that denying ungodlineſs and worldly luſts 
12. we live ſobarly, righteonſly , and religiouſly in this preſent world, 
oe. this man (I lay) bein taught of God., doth know 4 priori, 
10 before · hand, and by the very ſeed, and in the firſt principle, 
Joh 6. 45. what the true Church Catholick holds. For that Word of 
God which lives and abjges for ever in Heaven (Tl. 119. 
8 8.9.) in the hearts of believers, (2 Cœr. 3. 3. 1 fob. 3. 9.) in 
23 = the Scriptures, and in the Church, is that inco rruptible 
f ſeed by which the Church Catholic is begotten, and by 
which it lives. Since then che Church is no longer, or ys 
Ser 3 er. 
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ther 2 Church then as it believes the Goff 
fulPaſtors In all ages do teat 
that whoſdever knows the Goſpel; 
of the Catholick Church , thaugh he 


aud the frith- 
what is the ſenſe 
never ſpend an hout 
in the reading of r if he ſpend AMerbaſalale 
age in tumbling over the Fathers, Schoolmens Eccleſiaſtical 
-Hiſtories and other Volumes, he — weaty bis fleſh, and 
8 by them what was the Faith of the Catholic k 
Church. jp | 
No tothe mans concluſion , He acknowledges that x 
dire& fit and true anſwer to my Queries (mu, mura 
would be an anſwer to his captious queſtions, which he pro- 
pounds with the fame mind, as his admired Maſters the 
Fcribes and Phariſees did trouble our Saviour Chriſt 
with Interrogatories, thinking (bat in vain ) that we 
\ fhould be intangled in our oyyn Anſvvers, whereas 
indeed he had "then catched , if he had given appo- 
ie Anſwers But alter mine eximtnation which I u 
to your diſcłetion, Ieſire * to transform your ſelf by 
the power of imagination or a while into the perſon of 
2 well · minded Jew , that ſeeks for ſatisfactlon in Religi- 
on ina diſtracted eſtate of the Church, and try whether this 
Queriſt being forced to turnReſpondetit hath fully and fit- 
ly anſwered my Counter- Queries. | 
My next Task is to examine his exceptions againſt my 
ptr Pe end about words, 
not much eravecxcuſe for Want of accurate expreſſion in 
chat haſty delivery of my Conceptions to comply with 
your requeſt at that time. | 
7 to the firſt}, he ecepts againſt the term Chriſtianity , 
u dubjous to make my Anſwer tee able, k Wil inſert che 
Term he deſires; and fay 7. 


| A Trad Chriſtianiry,”” But 1 fear 
the addition wilt diſpef no miſt of doubtfuſneſs, if there 
were any ſuch about the anſwer. For Hereticks alwaies pre- 
tend to Truth as much as to Chriſttanity; and would be 
_ for the e a * ſatisfy his nice 
d cutions palnte I anſwer; vs fully is he'defires, :: 
7 em} Tre) F&YT .Y 5t H as 58 * bert 
. 


o 
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Ghce the Goſpel is preached to all che vvorld indifferent! 
| n — 2. 6. 
and their vvords unto the ends of the habitable yyortd. It _ 10. 
DD So ; 
word Carbolick mn 
| rue Faith which is common vo al. — 2 


| I * Chareh in a · 

—.— — : 
| accoring to this ſenſe words; C 1 
EE Anſwer into « Negative, 22 55 
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me may be fave or of of ehe — 
beer —.— 


If he had not had the muHgnant d on ether Mate cer 
. 4 eye af 2 — ove 
hyveſpiel's It Negrive Prop 8 2 
* ; — nip ad not la, cut Ser- 
| a bwve-eallly ne vel ste- pens _ 


uſe we know not — od will — in Jud all 
of the Churek, and we that live 1 con- 
od give in dect onel eee 
— — ent; eee 


> . 


9 


of, eee ee 
ve, reſalves a — rin; 
extzaor eee without · unjuſt vi — 
my words be taken foraniaffiemative ſoutence, That ſome 
aa ſaved out ot — And I Dope, yougiill ex- 
culg,; ju{tif 8 ingneſe to I init the ſpitit aud 
mergjps of 7 — 7 a or 
| . vou kno that miny a ttient 


a dl he 


7 1 if all ho are e 


xJuded out pf fi * Ca 
1 K Sr - 
pe i Rand, gene the * ie may be tered 


wabeen very: -favourablein weir 12dgment,not 
"XI lived h/ the lam of nature in a commu- 
4 hen the Covenaat of Grace was firſt ra- 


on ich Go 


das the Hebrew, N chough thoſe worſhip- 
4 on a ed Fred es ſtock of {/rae/;,, but ite 
La phos er 1 * the acknowled mens of 
g of ruth an Jaſtice, 
rp Lee ee 
But gccordi — 2 ication ofthe Church 
' Catholick, e —— wb the ſhape of my ſecond An- 
2 alſo, and IT way attain ſalvation out 


£3-Repreleprotire Marth, bh be gives to be the mean- 
ing of a Catholick Church in the Querie, and charges 
with ſophiſtry., becauſe I; will net underiiang- it, ſo. 

— of a general Council being but few, ( and that — 

ve right to be ſo j it were hard with Chri- 

of that compaſs, 


without 2 ch Re 
Now becauſe ail that h (as is but ting the Air, and 
N to his 1 defignof makin 1 10 
thing aimed at) J — which though it 

be nor 2 tech Anſwer to his Qeſtion, yet i it ſhall * 
it 


or ſtifle his intended Concluſion iathe cant | a 


Alanna be a — * ofChriſts body(which we now al 
theCatholickChurch)and be in theArk,out of which there 
# no sene tough bebe 995 "ei 


he w——_—_ 


(53) 
| thief Governors of the Roman Synagogue. Let him deny Read + 
this, if he dare make an open forfeiture of his charity. Let Bol of . | 
bim diſprove. it, if he can. There was & viſible Church, and Fi” 4 
Salvation attaihed im it, before there was u ſtone laid at which "11 
Rome Of a ſpiritual Temple, (for: Fern/alens was the mother Clergy-' 
Be and Miſtreſs of all Churches, and not Rowe, as the Father men, and 
| of lies teaches. Papilts ro ſay and ſwear }: and it may beſo all in Re- 
pvia,when Babylon the great;the City ſeated on ſeven hills ligious 
is fallen as a miltone caſt into the bottom of the Sea. In _—_ — 
the mean time, the d ld poſition of Dr. e. Reynolds is wor- the new 
thy of Remembrance, The Roman Church is neither the Creed 


Ciel olick Church, nor a ſound member of the Gatholick whereof 


f Church, = - this zone 
; My. Anſwer to his thirdQuerie is very magiſterially, but — 
| ridiculouſly cenſured by him to have nothing of 4 Cate ledge the 


gorical Anſwer, The . for certain Categori» Holy Ca- 
1 cal, becauſe it is not hypothetical : Let theQueſtion and the — 2 5 
Return becvmpared, and chis will. appear defective in no- gane f 
thing neceſſary to am Anſwer. The demand is this, Roman 
I. elire to know b deſignation, - which; amongſt them Church 
ll which pretend to be the Catholiek Church or a part of the Mor 
ix; is now the Catholick Church: - n ee Bee eee? 

The Anſwer runs thus; That is the Holy Catholick of all i 
Church which profeſſerlythat: one Holy Catholik Faich, Churches. 
once for-atl delivered to che Saints, Oe. wr fuhr. 

He ſays 1 — doſignation of any particular profeſſi - 
on or profeſitons of Chriſtians: That is to ſay, (if I miſtakke 
not bis mganing)1 do nat name Proteſtants, or Papiſts;the - - 
Church of Eglaud, or of Reme,or of Greece, or of Germany, . - 
Indeed if I ha ſogpne, I had then given an Auſwer, that 
could not ſatisſie any rational man. For no Church dæno- 
'minated from the place of habitation ſ uiii way af diſtin- 
'Rion of Churches is uſual in Seripturt) or rom ſome bond 
of union, which is not general ao all Chriſtendom, can pro- 
* and truly be called the Catholick, that is che Univer- 
al Church. Bur IL that was at liberty to e 8 
ed "did give... denn Ch der of the, Cacbolick.... 
67 Ur. 
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that I would yi 
Church is pro 
not be r 


have told him which is it, becauſe the Church Univerſal is 
but one; as he that tels what the Sun is, deſigus which is the 
Sun, becauſe there are 3 Suns, And becauſe the 
Church is a collective body, that is, one by aggregation of 
fimilac:parts, each of which lefler Sorieties is called a 
"Church, I have given him a Mark whereby he may know, 
whether, any particular Society be « member of chat Hoop, 
fince the one faith runs thr the one body, and is 


life of that body and of of it. But my fault is, 
that I deſign one 1 


by another thor ually 
ö obſcure] will mend my fault, if I do not juſtifie my ſel from 
— 2 eſs all ſpiritual things ate ob- 
ſcure co men that are meerly carnal or natural, 
the Goſpel ſhihes, if it be attended untq; it brings li _ 
1 ve may diſcera that differ. udging 
or of a true Church a falſe, we muſt 6 
16, bc dy mia a what is Truth. For if we muſ}:diſ. 
- cern tree from a bad 2 
res us td do, then we muſt is good, and 
ad in fruit, and then conlider what path; e tree bears, and 
Thy from chene give aj of the tree. This is te me · 
, chod;-which we m take in the enqui for s true 
-Clivech. | Till we know what it Truth (and chat is * the 
— Faith oncedelivered. rothe Saints ] we cannot know what 
Pfal. | t bad fruit. Profeſſion of faich 
| of this fruit is Truth, 
4 vf Ged. k is therefore arc 


— Chacel 


. ——— 
y underſtand what it is, I think with che lame labour [ 


t where 


D 


Apoc. 2.5; 


- 
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not ation? tine ariſe to 10 parts df the world:' Befides he 


Candleſtick is moveable from any place, "andthe Kingdom 


of God may be transferred from one Nation to 


another, 
neither bath God by any the leaſt indication of bis will 


and pleaſure ehcouraged any portion of mankind,” or pare 


of the world, to promiſe to themſelves a- perpetual eſta- 
bliſhment of the Church is that place and in that ſucceſſive. 


body of men, which at ſome time hath been, or is now irra- 
diated with the Goſpel. It is therefore not at alt material to 


trouble our ſelves with delineations of the Catholick 


Church which hath no ſer or certain limits of extent. That 


which concerns us to know, ĩs what Church pretending to 


de a member of the Church Univerſal (for no men but Pa- 
- piſts, that can admit contradictions into their Creed, will 


ik ſuch non-ſenſe, with deliberation, as that is, when 
they call a particular ſociety of Chriſtians combined un- 
der one Bi op the Univerſal Church) is fit and ſafe to be 
communicated withal , that we muſt reap the benefits of a 
Chriſtian Congregation. Therefore the Queſtion is now, 
whether the Church, wherein I was born and baptized ,and 
by Gods Providence am ſeated under its government, or 


another different ſociery of Chriſtians which invite me to 
their communion, be ſuch -a company avI may ſafely joyn 
with them in all publick offices.of Religion. For if it be, 


I am bound to communicate with that Church as being a 


member of the Body of Chrift, the unity of which Body 
I m bound to maintain. 1 \ 


The Truth therefore of the doctrine taught, the inte- 


. gfity and purity of the divine worſhip celebrated, and the 


way of adminiſtringEccleſiaſtical power muſt be examined 
by fomeRule), and known to be es to the Goſpel 
of Chriſt, before a-Chriſtians conſcience can be ſatisfied 
of the neceſſity of communion with chat Church upon this 
account, becauſe it is a member of à Church :Catho- 


_ -Aick;'Since then it is the cuſtome to call anꝝ publick ſocie- 


ty of Chriſtians, that are compacted together by a frame 
of political government into one body, 2 Church, that 
A particular 
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acticylar Church is a member. of the Catholick , which 
Phe that Faith, the ay x whereof conſtitutes the 
Church Catholick. He that fleights this Deſignation, would 
" have dealt Kindly with us, if be had diſcovered unto us, 2 
better way, or a clearer Light by which we might find the 
Church, and diſcover a true Church from a vain pertender. 
Till be or ſome other do that office for us, we think it beſt 
to ſeek for à Church, if we were now to ſeek, by looking for 
the light of truth in it, which alwaies.ſhines in the houſe of 
God. And becauſe truth and peace are both the legacies of 
Chriſt bequeathed unto the Church, we may do well to ty 
what ſociety of Chriſtians doth follow peace and edifica- 
tion of the Body of Chriſt. If the Church of Rome that ſets 
up Images of God, (which are the teachers of lies) ir theic 
Temples, and by her Anathemaes makes diviſions in Chri- 
fendome,: be tryed by thoſe two marks; I leave the event 
to any one, that will 1impartially pronounce ſentence accor- 
ding to the evidence of fac in the whole bulk of their do- 
Arines and Devotions, and in their publick Government. 
My fourth Anſwer hath the ſame fate with the former, to 
be called not Categorical: I muſt, learn new Logick, as well 
is new Theologie, to underſtand this Gentleman. But it is 
2 with defect, becauſe it reflects not upon the whole 
ueſtion, and takes no notice of the tail, wherein the ſting 
of the SZorpion lies, I confeſs mine Aſwer comes ſhort in 
that particular ; becauſel did not apprehend then, the laſt 
clauſe of his queſtion to be of any moment. For I thought 
it enough, that the Church Catholick is ſecured from any 
error that is deſtruRive of Salvation. But becauſe I am now 
informed, that the main force of the Querie lies in this 
Waether the Holy Church ſo deſigned can teach any. error as wick 
ter of Faith endauyering of Salvation $ Lnow make à return 
to that part, as well as to the former; and indęed to the 
whole Queſtion, VEL 
1. Etrors that endanger Salvation do not alwaies deſtroy 
it 0 . * 0 


2, God hath promiſed to preſerve his Church from de- 
ſtruction; but not from danger. | J 
. I 3. Al 


® 
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2 All WRC. when arg diſcovered are to be tejeded. 
doctrines a anyChurch to ber Childrenare 

475 received without enamihation. 

J. The Catholick Church as it _ the whole Body 
Chriſtendome'is too big to be 2 teacher, that may — Fy 
ted, and bearkened-unto, / . 

6. The Church in this mans ſenſe and explication, that i is, 


an Aſſembly of ch.ef Paſtors in Council may reach errori en- 


dangering Salvation. Arianiſm bath been in as large 
— of chief Paftors, as the true Fa.th hach been. . 

7. But becauſe it is the delign of this man, that we ſhould 
take the Roman Church fer the Catholick, I ſtick not to ſay 
that the Romag Church teaches. her children errors that en. 
dangertbe ning of Salyation, 

y fit 8 71 2 excepted againſt for the interpolition of 
theſe words, {| as it continues fo ] which looks like a con- 
dition; and th poſe that the Catholick Church can 
ceaſe to be ſo. The words are capable ot another gonſtructi. 
on, vis, The Hol 2 Church ſo long as it continues 
ſecured from t deſtructive errors cannot even for that 
reaſon abuſe the — with forged Scripeures. This was then 
my meaning. who had no intention that my laſt Anſwer ſhould 
contradict my belt, 

Let us now fee, what he draws from my Anſwer , if it 
were Categoricsl, andhow rational bis inference is. For now 
we are come to che bottom of his projet. And he thinks he 
hath catched us fo faſt in his trap, that either we mult 
give him the .Cauſe , or be condemned out of our own 
mouths, 


If mine Auſwer.be, (ſays this new faſhioned -Logician) chat 
the Church can never obtrude fal rag wal 
that the Cathelich vifuble . be et roy 

oe. If if — 1g rh infaltibie ene — 


t 
how rng his infer ceis, and how Mcoberent the con- 
cluſion with the premiſes, a few words will ſerve to diſcover, 
It is acknowledged on both ſides, that the primitive Church, 
which received the Scriptures was not, and becauſe Gods ſpi- 
rit 
* 7 


amo as wo uct wc ww. i  . 


659 ) 
ided and governed the Church in this important -buſi- 
co bor be-abuſed 0d ee in the i 
ical Scripture, The Cathofick Church being'q i 
renlarged,and ſpred through many regions of the e 
did rogether with the Goſpel preached receive Copies of the 
riptures , which had been communicated by the particular 
Churches, to which they were directed at firſt, unto their 
neighbour Churches. Theſe Scriptures were by ali Churches 
teverenced and pre ſerved as the Grand Charter of their Sal- . 
mation, and the: Laws and Records of their Society; as the 
Church was the Kingdome of Chriſt diſtinguiſhed from the 
world. The zeal of Chriſtians for theigLaws,and their: know- 
ledg of them, which were frequently read in the publiek Al. 
ſemblies , according to an * Apoſtoſieal order, to Which we col. 14. 
muſt add above all the Providence of Gods watehing over the 16. 
Church for the preſervation. of Scriptures, being more pre- 
tious to God than to Man, and a; pretions to God as the world 
t ſelf, theſe being well conſidered may aſſure us, that it was 
morally impoſſible, that the whole Church of God ſhould be 
cduſened into the reception of any forged Scriptures. And 
the Church in following ages could not combine together 
to. coyn counterfeit Scriptures, then the Church univerfal 
could never obtrude any thing upon the world for Canonical 
$cripture which was not received from the Primitive Church 
at firſt, But how doth it follow from hence, that the Church 
isan Infallible Judg in this point? A creditable witneſs is not 
— an Infallible Judg. A faithful Bepolitary that kee 
ecords is not the ſame thing with an unerring Judg. T 
Tradition of the Church Univerſal , which hath derived the 


y Scriptùres from age to age, is not an. Act of Judicature, 
Th Nation of the Jews is at this day a credible witneſs of the * 
ine Original and authority of the Old Teſtament, at leaſt 


- & the fir(t plantation of the Church Chriſtian; the Jevviſh 
Church did preſerve and deliver the Holy Scriptures — 
ient,; 


- | (fomuchatleaft as 8 n 
| if any book vvere loft,that by being loſt became unneceſſary) 
| vvas ſecured by Gods Providence in.the conveyance'ef. 
een Chrifians, * it hence-follovy: that che 

2 Peo- 
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people of the Jews was a-viſible InfallibleJudg in that point 
aud if l in alf matters of Faich ? For thus the Papift 
oOctee dg. 9 4 
Niki, L require ſome ſatis factdry reaſon (ſays 2 
why the Church ſhould be infallible in this, and fallible in 
other points of Faith, G | 
I bave already ſhewed that the Caſe is not ſo, as this man ima. 
gines; therefore am flot bound to give him the ſatisfaction 
- which he requires. Yet for your further information, 1 
add this: 1. The ——_——_——_—— tradition of Scriptures by the 
Church is a fact which God orders as expedient for the pre- 
fer vation of Religion. 2. The certain number of the Books 
written by inſpiration is not a point of faith neceſſary for 
every Chriſtian to know and believe unto Salvation, 3. The 
Catholick Church cannot err in any point of faith neceſſary 
to ſalvation; 4. But any particular Church may believe and 
reach erroneous Doctrine for matter of Faith. The Church of 
Fes which is not the ſole keeper of Scripture) may and doth 
err in ſeveral points of their Religion, and doth impoſe up- 
on her children uncanonical Books for Scripture, and falſe 
Doctrines for matters of faith, as is evident by the Canons of 
the Conventiele of Trent. And yet it is not in the power of the 
Church of Roms to abuſe the whole Chriſtian world by the 
impoſition of counterfeit Scriptures upon it. I ſhall yet perſiſt 
in myreflexion upon the Jews, that I may ſhew that tho kee · 
ping of Scriptures without forgery, falſiſicatign, and corrup- 
tion, is a thing diſtinct and ſeparable from erring & teaching 
errors. The Jews cannot be denied to have been good keepers 
of the Books, even then when they corrupted theReligionen- 
joyned by the La written in thoſe Books. Never yet was any 
man ſo weak, as to conclude that theprieſts andRabbies of the 
Jews were Infallible Judges of the Doctrine concerning the 
'Meffias, even thoſe ho condemned Chriſt the Son of God to 
: be guilty of - blaſ} -and worthy of death, becauſe th 
bkept the . and the Prophets. There is now le 
{ why we ſhould: rake the preſent-Church of Rome, which 
e evigentiysce|to teach Docttines and fer up a worſhip u 
contrary to the Scriptures as darknefs is to light, to 5 
af | allidle 


m 
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dle Judge of faith upon thiy account, becauſe the Primi- 
* Roma Church in * with other Churches did 
hand dow to 832 the holy Scriptures, without any fal- 
fication, ſince the Church of Rome at this day doth both ac- 
- cept and impoſe upon her own Children, and would but can- 
not upon others, Apocryphal Books for Canonical, 
'Thave now ſhewed that theſe Queries are not unanſwerable 
by Proteſtants adhering to their own principles, or Axioms. 
+ 1defire you to- conſidet᷑ the reſult of the whole deſign: Except 
ou allow him ar fitſt that the Roman. Church is in propriety 
of ſpeech the Catholick Church, this diſquiſition can-advante 
ou not an haits · breadth to a bettèr opinion of the Roman 
Church for a Guide, - then you bad betore. For aftet all the 
clamour made for reſolution of theſe Queries concerning the 
Catholick Church, the main Queſtion ſtands as it did, Whe- * 
ther the Church of Rome at this day be to be ſubjected unto, as 
an infallible Guide, and to be communicated with, all other 
Churches being abandoned, and particularly the Church af 
"England, whereof you are now a ſetled member. Till this be 
| lved, you thay know the frame of our Church and, the 
module of our Religion may {tay ſafely where you are. 

It remains now that I examige his Anſwerto my conclu- 
give Querie. And I ſhall briefly note, whit you may by your 
on reaſon or experience difcover either abſurd, or talſe if 
* ke | 0 

He doth not require you to deſert the Reformed Church af 

land for adhering to the Scriptures as the Rule of Faith : 
For the Roman Church doth that as well as the Proteſtant, as 
he ſays. If this Queriſt do not pretend to Iaf ulibility and Au- 
*thority over you, he will out of modeſty allow you. to exa- 
. whether Papiſts do as well, that is as fully aud firmly, 

.. adhere to the Scriptures as Engliſh Proteſtants. Certain y 
they do not well own. them fora Rule, who accuſe them of ob. 
ſcurity and imperfection, and make it a point of faith, that the 

defeRiveneſs of Scriptures muſt be ſupplied with unwritten 

Traditions. And as certain it is, that we who maintain the ful- 

neſs of Scriptures in delivery of all things neceſſary to ſalva- 
tion, and the perſpicuity in that delivery, and therefore admit 
; : of 
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df no point of Religion that is 4 meer ſtranger unto the geri 
priee do 23 ely ſtick to that Rule, then the g 8 
becauſe you ate free to examine the adherence of Papiſts to 
the Scriptures in particulars by compariſon with the Engliſh 
Proteſtants, try whether a mangled Euchariſt ;the real Sacri- 
fice of Chriſt by a Prieſt that makes his Maker and eats his 
God, The publick ſervice of God in a-forrezgn and unknown 
language to the;generality of the people that mult ſay Amen 
to all, Pictures t God uſed in Religious worſſup, the fuperla. 
tive worſhip of the Virgin Mary. Inv ocation of Saints, Pur ga- 
tor y, the eaſe of departed ſouls by offering of Maſſes, the bap- 
tizing of Bels, the treaſury of ſuperabundant metits of Chriſt 
and holy perſons, c. be as agreeable to the Scriptures as our , 
Liturgy, and the 39 Articles agreed on in our Church. If you 
find it otherwiſe , and Papiſts do not ſo much as pretend to 
make Scripture the Rule of theſe Doctrines and practices, 
what credit can be given to ſuch an impudent boaſter ? 
But the ground of deſerting us he pretends to be this, That 
we will bave the ſole Rule of faith to be the Scriptures in ex- 
cluſion of Univerſal Tradition, and the voice of the Catho- 
lick Church, e 
1. Suppoſe the chief Paſtors and Doctors of England ſhould 
diſpute in the Schools about the Rule of faith , and excludg 
Tradition and the voice of the Church from that honour 
+ which they think due only to the Word of God in Seviptures, 
now ſince the deceaſe of the Apoſtles, and the unhappy divi- 
- Gons of Chriſtians; that make it difficult, if not impollible to 
know aſſuredly, what is delivered by Univerſal Tradition, or 
taught by the CatfFalick Church; why muſt you upon that ac- 
count, (or any man) deſert the Church of Zxyland, where the 
worſhip of God through Chriſt Jeſus is celebrated without 
any mixture of ſuperſtition, and the means of ſalvation are of. 
fered to you in a ſufficient meaſure for your conduct in the 
| of of truth and peace? Let a Papiſt, if he can, prove that our 
ma 2 the ſole Rule of faith makes the communi- 
on with our Church unſafe. Muſt you needs run out of our 
Church, as if it were a Houſe viſited with the Plague, meerly 
- becauſe it relyes only upon che Scriptures fox a Re n 
1 
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i you muſt do fo, muſt you needs then at the nextſtep runin- 
to «Roman Aſſembly, that(as my Lord Faltlaud ſpeaks )keeps 
her child ren from Seripture,as a Mother would keep her chil- 

dren from Rats- bane > Think of both theſe, becauſe the Gen- 

_ rleman will not he pheafed, if you deferr us, but will not come 

to them. He will think himſelf {till a loſer, if any water go be- 

ies his Mill, . | | 
2. This calumny thus impudently faſtned upon our Church 

News this Querifſt to dive the Devils trade ſeveral wayes, | 
in tempting Þy impoſtures, and in falfly accuſing the brethren. 
For J — any Papiſt to quote (if he can and will cite an 
Author faithfully and fairly ) any Article of Religion, or 
Writing of  Biſhop,or ſentence of an Acudemywherdia we 
diſclaim Univerſal Tradition, or the voice of the Catholick 
Chureh. For mine own part I do openly profeſs, that if any 
point in controverſie between us and Papiſts can be proved to 
have been taught by the Primitive Church as a matter of | | 
faith, and derived by thł voice of the Catholick Church from 
age to age, and this Univerſal Tradition be manifeſted by as 
good evidence, as is uſually produced for the divine original 
of the Ser iptures which we receive for Canonical, I wilt em- 

, brace that Doctrine as the Word of God. 4 

+: $TR; you cannot but know, that we conſtantly-reje&: [ 
1 
| 
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many of the Popiſh opinions, obtruded upon the Chriſtian - 
world, as Novelties; which not only want a ſufficient war- 
rant from the Scriptures ; but alſo cannot be made. credible. 
and acceptable by Univerſal Tradition. Such are the Popes | 
Univerſal Biſhopriek, or Oecumenical Headſhip, (whichPope- 
3 the — called the character of Antichriſt ) the In- | 
fallibility of tHe Church of Rane, and many other points of | 
Popiſh Religion, ſome whereof I recited above, and need not 
repeat. We have inceflantly required the Advocates for the 
Papacy to prove the confent and conformity of the preſent - | 
Roman Church in theſe particulars with the, Primitive | 
Church, whoſe voice is the Precentor in the Quire, and the | 
br& circle in the diffuſion of Univerſal Tradition. Thus, let | 
7 due eſteem and credit be given to Univerſal Tradition, but 
{ | you ſee how little it is in carnelt valued by Papiſts , or m_ 
ar: X 
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. far they are from making uſe of chat Rule, (which-they extot | 
{0 zealouſly as r rove the truth of ah 
religion. In fine, du may apprehend the No · reaſon to d 
ſert the Reforme rch of Eng/and therefore, becauſe ſhe 
makes the Holy Scripture the ſole Rule of Religion, when 
indeed ſhe knows no other given by God to the Church, and 
looks upon Univerſal Tradition whenſoever it appears fai 
and full with reverence, as being the ſenſe of the Church. 

He proceeds to abate the force of my diſſuaſive of you from 
entrance into the Roman Church, when the condition of your 
entrance is the renouncing of your ſenſes, reaſon, and cha- 
rity. For the two former, though the terms ſeem hard, yet his 
an nothing of them. You. mult be contented to 
loſe the uſe of your ſenſes and reaſon, when you become a 

vaffal to Rome. To mitigate the ſeverity, he tells you, this is 
no more than Scripture anduhe Proteſtant Church requires. 

' He abuſes Scripture in two inſtances. n 

1. He ſays, was not Let to deny i ſenſes, when he per- 
-ceived. them to be Angelz, & e. I ſay no, and the Scripture doth 
not ſay any ſuch thing as this man ſuppoſes. When God 
ought fit, either to appeat himſelf to the Patriarchs in hu. 
mane ſhape clad withfleſh in a tranſitory manner, (which is 
generally taken to have been a Praladiam of the words, or the * 

Jog of God his incarnation) or to ſend Ange ls inveſted with 
humane bodies, the ſervagts of God, to whom thoſe heavenly 
meſſengers were ſent ſo fitted for converſe, were not bound 
to renounce. their ſenſes ; but by their reaſon, and their 
knowledge of Gods way of entercourſe with his choice ſer- 
vants ar they were to regulate the notices of the ob- 
ject, which their ſenſes repreſented unto them. 

2. He cries out, How could our Saviour paſs through a 
croud of People, and neither be ſeen, heard, or felt, with- 
Gut 4 deception of the ſenſes? Judg, I pray? whether it ſuits 
with the Faith and Reverence wgowe to Chirſt, the truth it 
ſelf, in his Perſon, Doctrine, and Actions, to aſcribe unto him 
the deception of the Peoples ſenſes, which comey very near to 
che practiſe of Afagiciars , and will if admitted diminiſh the 
credit of Chriſts Miracles, Our Sayiours paſſage through — 

multitude 
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multitude ſo, that he eſcaped their fury, and left them in 2 
mazement, might be wrought many wayes, which we are not 
concerned to imagine, and muſt not determine tFough we 
could deviſe, becauſe the Goſpel hath not recorded the man- 
ner of it. But it is raſn hy andiirrevtrentlyſaid to be etfected 
with a deception of the ſenſes. Hit hom is Chiiſts action at 
that time an obligation laid upon-Chriſtians' to the worlds 
end, to deny their ſenſes in the Euchariſt, where Chriſt inſti- 
tured the material objects of our ſenſes to be the inſtruments 
of our faith, and the Bread and Wine aredeſigned to be ſenſi- 
ble Symbols of ſpiritual things even as the Water in Bzpeiſm. 


is? Briefly, ſince our Bleſſed Saviour, the Angels — Lk. 24. 
39. 


. have made our ſenſes competent inſtruments to 
{i 


our faith and reaſon in judging of the truth and preſence Joh. 20. 
of Chriſts Body, even after the Reſurrection, and Chriſt hath 27. 
not any where by himſelf or his Apoſtles limited theifree ex- _ Z 
erciſe of our ſenſes nar leffened the credit of their Verdict in Ad. 10. 
the Sacrament of the Euchariſt more then in Baptiſayis it:not 41.6 1.9. 
a horrid tyranny over Chriſtians, to require that we te- 1 Jobs 1. 
nounce both ſenſes and reaſon, and at the command of a Ro- 3 


miſh Pr ĩeſt believe that there is no Bread and Wine / where ali 
our ſenſes ( almoſt ꝙ conſpire to inform us of their preſence, 
and the very hature of the Sactament: requires it; and un the 
other ſide tõ believe that Chriſts Body is in every .conſecra- 
ted Holt, and in every crum whole ad entire, and continues 
one, though divided from it ſelf in a million of places, when 
wun ſenſes can give-us no information af this preſenee, and 
dur rea ſon aſſures us that ivis inconſiſtent with many Articles 
lof our Creed N But obſerve the confidence of this Factor, ho 
with a fore · head well rubbed tels you, that Prateſtants)re- 
quire you to renounce your ſenſes; whereas we think that our 


Saviours command, He that bath cart to hean, let him hear, holds Mat. 13.9. 
by proportion in the reſt; Hethathath eyes to ſee , let him Apoc. 2.) 


ee, with aſſurance, that the G di truth, Ahe Gated man with 
ſenſes for. the ſervice of bis Maker as ell avfor:bis own bene - 
fit, doth ſecure um from deceit in the uſe of them about their 
proper objects, in Religion as well as in civihconverſation. 

As for our Reaſon, this he would perſwade you mult be re- 
18210 K | nounced 


Ka) 
nounced in che belief of the Teiniry; that yo may renounce 
it for the eaſie ſwallowing che Cutnebof- Tt anſubſtantiation. 
Think wifer advantage ths man gi ves to Heathens, Sociniags, 
antił Tt inieariam and indeed all cha hd er faries of the Go. 
ſpel, hy couft ſſi ng that the pt ĩime Article of our faith con. 
—— the God whom Ct iſtians worſh ip is more oppoſite 
to rea ſon, then the ſcandalous Monſter of Tranſubſtantiation, 
The Doctrine of three Perſons in one God is indeed a ſab. 
lime myſtery, which is beyond the difcovery of reaſon before 
it is revealed, and incomprehenſihle by reaſon after revelati- 
on, as many ſecrets in the very courſe of nature cannot be ac. 
cuunted fbr by our dark and narrow underſtandings. Reaſon 
it ſelf tels us, that the infinite nature of God is not to be mea - 
ſured by the limited being ot tlie creatures, and alſo that the 
glory. of the inviſible God cannot be diſcoveted but by his 
own manifeſtation of it, and that according to his own good 
pleuſure vn different degrees gf light , as Gods witlion 

. thinks ft imparc onto man the knowledge of God: And 
laſtly, Reaſon reſobves that Gods Word, eſpecially of himſelf, 

wo like the Sun is ſten hy his on light, is to be believed 
wirhete difpute, Since fore God in bis Word written 
bacttlearly fevealod that/the Father, — and the Holy 
Ghoſt ire one God it is n office o —— reaſon 
— down every win thougüt andweak rcatonings that 
lift up them ſel ver agriak che kho t of God, and e6{lead 
them 


captive under the obedience of faith. But there is no 


Atdtifiicit eariiers but be! would lefſet abe ablurdicte of 


Tranſubſtan tia ton by an impaufect and falſe uepreſutation 
orhis awe Di {1 whichiitath:wo groynd in: Gods Word. 


Altthavis wikivany tolour aijcddged our of Sci apbureizo (give 


Luk. 22. oountenunct 70 che lie, Which we hre reqairtd ro beliore, js 


19,20. 
Mat. 2 
26,28. 


the ſentente vf Chriſt, : Faru iy Body, This Cap ia the 
„ New Tee; — 05 Miyblood of the-diew eſta· 
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ment. Mark now, what a vaſt difference bet waen the ſpeech of 
dur Bleſſed Saviour, T7 Breeds w7 Badp,(chac is ignifes and 
repreſent: my Body, as God himſelf ſays, Ec 37. 11. Tbaſ⸗ — 7 
n ure the whale houſe of Iſrgel und Fel. 25.3, This. te wit the |! © 8 
' Hair bofgte- mentioned, is eraſalam )and the definition of the 
Tridentine Fathers: Tbe whole ſubitance of the Bread is tur- 
ned into the whole ſubltance of Chriſts Body, and the whole 
ſubſtance of the Wine into the whole ſubſtance of Cbriſts 
Blood. Where is this Converlion recorded in the Goſpel, or 
Apoſtolical Epiſtles, that we Ghonld offer violence to aur rea- 
ion to work our minds toi che belief of it ? It is alſo falſe, that 
u are required only to believe that Bread is turned into 
leſn. We do believe, and that without cenounciog our rea- 
ſon, that Chriſt who could turn ſtones into Bread , and did 
turn water into Wine, could turn, it he pleaſed, Bread into 
Flech, and Wine into Blood, as eaſily as he did Water into 
Blood in Egypt. And if Chriſt ould do this at any time, the 
change would be as evident to the ſenſes, as it was in all mira-. 
culous converſions, and the Fleſh would he as vilible, 
as the Serpent was into which ent Rod was turned, 
and the Blood as truly abyious to the eye, as the ſanguiſſ ed 
ſtreams of: Ege. But Papiſts require your unreaſonable ho- 
lief of another 2 to wit, 1 * Bread is 
turned ſuhſtanti ally Iato the very Body af Chriſt which-was 
before that born of the Bleſſed Virgin 2ſsry, and is ho at 
| the time of every converſion ſitting at the right hand of Gd 
| in givay above the Heavens, By the way, (becauſe it is nat my 
| neſs naw to refute this falſe DacRriney)remember that an- 
| queſtionable Axiome of true Philoſophy , Nothing is before 
| it is made, or whilſt, it iin making. But Chriſts Body was be- 
fore the Sacrament, and is already when the Prieſt begins the 
firſt ſylable of his Magical murmur, by which he pretends to 
malle the Body of Chriſt, Mou ſee the manifeſt cantradiftion, 
which you: ave obliged-by:Papiſts ta believe ĩ this in ſenſibie 
tconxverſton. Now ãſ ou] ill ea plea ſa a piſt, renounce ſenſe 
2nd reaſon , that yen uiy be capable of this rare belief, I 
knaw no cauſe why. you hend not aiſo take Avid's Poem of 
Matamerpleßs for n en _—_ 
1 4 2 che 


Rom. 12.1 
Cor. 14. 
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the matter again, when he ſpeaks of the eaſineſſe of believing 
that one Body is in more plaresar'onetime.'-knowthat 7 hot 
mas Aquinas in his Qxodlileta ſays thatithe ſubliſtence of one 
Body in morè places at one time is impo ſſi ble. bet auſe that 
wchich i one in it ſeif cinnot be divided from it ſelf without 
the deſtruction of its — r $7113:1964 

But that is not all which you are bound to betieve-in this 
device: For you muſt believe,if youcan,thit the vety Body of 
Cbriſt which conſiſts of limbs and lineameuts diſtinguiſh by 
ſeveral-proportions and ſituations, unit at this time is h In 
a certain place ia Heaven, eee 
the Sun, is now lur king; an in viſibſe und indivitible Body, in all 
the Hoſts that are conſecrated, or inchanted rather, in the Pa- 
pacy, and inevery:crum of every Wafer. This is the ſubſtance 

of the Popiſh Do&rine;, which the Sophiſſer rari fies into a 
thin cloud, but that hatt fill groſs contradictions in it, which 
are enough to divert a man that would ſerve God with his 
reaſon and underſtanding from going: into ibe region of 
darkneſſe, that is the Roman Church. 

He would fain repair the breach which is made in their 
Charity. Here his jugling is unſufferable, He conceals the 
uncharitable condition of your admiſſion into the Roman 
ſociety. To joyn with Papiſts, you muſt break off communi- 
on with all Chriſtians that are not ſubject to the See of Num-. 

Can you leap over this ſtumbling Rock:, and think your ſelf 
in a ſafe Sanctuarie hen you have ſhut up your ſelf in the 
Popes cloyſter from converſe with all Chriſtians beſides in 
offices of Religion ? But all our complaint of their unchari- 


tableneſs, he ſais, is our miſtake; You have read enough of 


that argument. I need ſay nothing now, 

But ſee how — this wolf puts on the Sheeps skin 
on bis back. He thinks their Charity unreproveable, becauſe 
they (as he ſhameleſly affirms) cenſure not Perſons, but Do- 


- Reine, and that maintained pertinatiouſſy. Read the Canons 


of the Council of Trent, wherein this is the conſtant form of 
curſing their Adverſaries, Si quit dixerit, If any perſon ſay 
ſo and ſo, let him be Azathema. And have not Armes been rii- 
ſed after that the Anathemarr were thundred , to yatiopite 
5 wit 
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with fire and ſword the doctrine of theGoſpel by deſtroying 
the perſons that profeſs it? What truth can you expect — 
ſuch open lyers, as the men of this mould are? 
He ſays further that neither Ppapiſts nor Proteſtants can ab- 
ſolaely Jodge; who mintains an error obſtinately. Where 
then is heir Charity, or Juſtice, when they do (as the Hiſto- 
ries of Chri ſtendome qufficiently witneſs) adjudg Proteſtants 
to be Hereticks, and fo render them up to the ſecular arm to 
de ſlaughrered;, as the Executioners of Papal decrees think fit? 
Bat che Papiſts do fe abound in Charity, that it is only out 
of Charity that they endeavour our converſion by warning 
us of dangers, Iwill believe that Romaniſts ſeek our Souls 
Salvation, more than Engliſh money, when out of meer Cha- 
rity they ſeriouſly undertake the converſion of theStrumpets 
in the Popes Dominions, who are in as great danger of being 
dimned, as thoſe whom they call Hereticks ena de by their 
pr ofe ſſion. But they that are the Popes creatures dare not ex- 
ereiſe their Charity to the impoveriſhment of the Popes Ex- 
chequer, to which the licenſed Stewes afford no ſmall contri- 
bution. Neither will theſe charitable ſavors of Souls allow us 
the ſame exerciſe of our Charity in Spain or Italy, although 
we are as firmly perſwaded of the danger, that Papiſts are 
in, as they are cogceited of our perils, and have as much pi- 
ty and kindneſs for poor SQuls kept in bondage and blind- 
neſs in ſpiritual Egypt, as Papiſts have for us. Till we can 
obtain the ſame freedome for us to employ our Charity, it. 
is not agreeable to juſtice that Papiſts ſhould be permitted 
ſach liberties as they now take to make an oſtentation of 
their counterfeit, Charitie, which is indeed carnal Policy to 
reſtore the * juriſdiction in England, 

He proceeds in his falſhood, and denies the profeſſion of 
Faith expreſſed in the Pope Pia 4. bis Bull dated A. D 1554! 
to be a new Creed. Do you not take that to be new, in Chri- 
ſtianjry, which is but a little above a hundred years old? for 
the whole maſs which is faperadded to the antient Creed of 
the Church was never known for a Creed till that Pope gave 
it out for one. But what name will you find out for this Gen- 
Ueman, who ſays it is no Creed; buta Catalogue of pointy 

to 


— 
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, to-beprofeſſed by tesellers in pyþliok Academics, . 


If you read the Bull itſelf , you will ſee that Credp, I be. 
lieve, runs through the vvhole body of the form, and I ac. 
knowledg, profels, aſſert, firmly embrace this and that, are 
the expreſſions afed in that Creed, which. is there alſo called, 


Tieres Cathalick; Faith, vitham which ve man c4n be [aved. The 


riſt alſo knows as well a: I, though he doth · worſe than 
difſemble his own knowledg, that the Popes Bull enjoyns this 


Creed to be ſworn to by all Eccleſiaſticks ( vybich are more 


then Teachers in Univerſities )all dignitaries ia Churches, all 
Regulars, & c. and it ſtrictly charges all Clergy-mento en. 
deavour as much as in them lies, that all men under their care 


and charge ſhall learn and hold this Faith. Theſe animadver- 


ſions 1 offer to your aſſiſtance in the giving a right judgment 
of the Gentlemans Reply to mine Anſwers. 

If you pleaſe to offer a Copy of my Letter to the unknown 
perſon, you may do well. And if he ſhall return any thing 
that you ſhall think fit to impart unto me, I ſhall peradven- 
ture be at leiſure to conſider it, and tell you what ſenſe | have 
of it as freely and plainly , as I have dealt in the examination 
of the precedent diſcourſe. I conclude in St. Pauli. words, The 


. Lord give you a good underſtanding in all things. So I reſt, 5 7 K, 


Your very faichful Servant, 
@ c. e. 


— 


— — 


T" He emptineſs of this ſpare Paper, * me to recite the Expa- 
IL - ftionof that acute Commentator Maldonate; who, though 4 
7eſtite, expound: our bleſſed Saviours Precept Mat. 2.3. 2,3. far 6+ 
therwiſe.than this Advocate for the Jewiſh Chairmen doth. Hus words 
aretheſe , Ergo cum. jubet ſervare & facere, que Scribe & 

ariſzi, dum in cathedtã Adoſis ſedent, dicunt, non de ipſo- 
rum, ſed de Legis & Afoy/i doctrind ſoquitur. Perinde eſt e- 
nim ac ſi dicat, Omnia qux Lex & Afeyſes vobis dixeruat, Scri- 
bis & Phariſæis recitantibus, ſer vate ac facite; ſecundum au- 
tem qpera illorum nolite facere ; ut Hilaius & Hicronnwmc vi- 
dentur intellexiſſe. Tie ſenſe of his words is the 


\ 
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bree when Cbriſt bids them lep and do whut the Scviber and 

Phariſees ſay, whiter they fit in the Chair of Moles, he ſpeaks ht of 

their own HotHrine ;, bus of that of the Law and of Moſes. For it u all 

uf Ebrift (ay ; All thoſe things which the Law and Moles hate 

when the Scribes and Phariſees recite them, do ye keep and + 

mi but do ye net according to their works, as Hilarie andHie- 

tome ſeem to have nnderſtood the Text. 

. Mark, that thu learnedPapift is 3 by the 8 truth, 
aud nncontrollable evidence 7 the falſe doctrines of the Stribes and 
Phariſees, to imply tacitely that thoſe C hairmen could teach a Doctrine 
ſe different from that of the Law and of Moſes, aud openly to averr 
that the Dottrine of the Law and Moſes, (that might then be wel 
trown ) was to be the Object. and limit of the Obſervance and Obedi- 
ure enjoyned. as due to rhe Miniſtery of the Scribes and P hariſcet. The 
Comment ator ,to juſtify his E xpoſtion, aleges H:larie and H ierome, 
mo ancient and very learned Latine Fathers, ſcemingiy at leaſt ta 
have been of his ſenſe in the underſtanding our Saviours words. 


— — — 


— —_ 


AlLetter of Sir Lucim Cœie Lord Viſcount Falkland, 
to Mr. F. M. An. Dom. 1636. 


Frank, 
Have received, not your Letter; but your Declamation: for 1 

would rather believe, that you had a mind to exerciſe your ſtile, 
then that you are likely to'makg * Mr. Lees prediction 2 But * Mr. tee 
Fir be peſſible, that having carried a Baronius, yen ſhonta be in once Ta- 
nurueſt 5 that you ſoreld'be myved by the Authority of A Father li- tor tothat 
ving 400 years after Chriſt te the choice of that Religion, which 1 _— i4 
have ſhewed you in that queſtion of the Chil iaſts, oppoſerh ſeven Fa. often 
thers ; (the youngeſt more antient than he, and the. reſt the moſt anti« ſay, that 
ent that are The their Sanity ſhowld move you which net only heir his Scho, 
on hene $z\meton'makes « falſe Note of the Church, bur which, lar would 
« I find by their own Authors, they have bat ef lattly, that their prog 7 
Her 4 bur the affeRof their Emulation, who till wereformed their Jeu. 

rine, reformed not their lives, and owe the purity ef their Church 


to him whom they ftile the Author of ort; ſhould chooſe 
whey re 1 * 
| wad a 


them for the convenience of an Jnfallible Jede, 7 
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her Infalllbly-to be Tnfallible , nor Infallibly. what" Ref 
pan as — are jet more hard tobe under ſtoad, than to 
known, And. thoſe who have the convenience of ſo»nfallible a Direft 
neither agree by what Notes ſhe is to be known, nor what, Doftrine, 
ſhe teaches, and cannot but confeſs , that there are infinite Wueſti 
»bich concern the Duty ef our lives, of which ſhe is wholly ſilens, au 
concerning which they art in the ſame miſerable eſtate, in which v 
are who have none; That their Multitude ſbould move you, who cannot. 
but know,that almoſt all the world hath been Ido(gters ;and moſt Chri, 
ians have been Arrians > Indeed if any ſuch Topical A. guments 
bould ſcem to you worthy to enter the lifts with thoſe , at leaf 
- much more apparent, Unreaſonab!eneſſes , which are in ſo many 
their doftrines,as T ranſubſt antiation, & c. If (1 ſay )this be poſſible, l 
doubt not, but either at the end of this week, , or the be inning of the 
next to ſay ſo much more to you, as will ſerve to let you Tre that thoſe 
Works of theirs are very weak which may be demoliſbed by a Patyux, 
Tillthen I pray conſider, That if God(as we ſay) requires our A(ſent 
to nothing but to what is apparent to be his Will then there is ng neceſ- 
* ſotyof Sade, ſince thoſe who would deny apparent Doctrines, would 
4. well reſiſt an apparent Guide: And that they confeſs that it is Ob- 


ſtinacy, in which Hereſic conſiſts, and 9 rower and 
. 


that ſure this ſecret( ] mean who u guilty of 22 ter to be re- 
ſerved for Him to diſcover who made the heart, then to be judged by 
them who cannot know it, and both parts may keep their Opiniont, til i 
foal ve made there infallibly appear beth whoſe Opinions are erroneo 


and whoſe errors are guilty; whereas the ſubſiſtence of the Conmmuts 
wealth will not ſuffer Criminal matters to ſtay for ſo long (.thangha 
more cortain) tryal. I am in hai}, (for it is late;which time I was fais 
to take, leſt your. Mother onld come iu.) | 


»Þ I 


and carefully, —_ LY 
— — — Brother and Servant, 
, Popes * 42 9 
without any regard to | | 

truth ; 2 D* FAL KLAND. 
vine of Scotland, who hath - 
written ſolidly. De _—_ | 
fermali i da, and hath de- | 24003 554 K 
fended his Diſcourſe a- FINIS. 

gainſt Turnbull a Jeſuit. | | ; 


Pray read Zaronius over, Your very affeRionate | 


